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THE LOVE OF GOD TO A LOST WORLD, DEMONSTRATED BY 
THE INCARNATION AND DEATH OF CHRIST. 


Extract from Dr. A. Clarke’s Sermon on John iii. 16. 
(Concluded from page 171.) 


VI. Tats brings me to the last thing proposed, viz. That 
they who thus believe receive a double benefit:—1. They are 
exempted from eternal perdition :--That they should not perish. 
2. They are brought to eternal glory :—-That they should have 
everlasting life. | 

I have stated, that this double benefit proves :--1. That man 
is guilty ; and, therefore, exposed to punishment and perdition. 
2. That he is unholy ; and, therefore, unfit for glory. 

1. That they should not perish, wa pn amodnta. Though we 
generally connect the idea of eternal destruction with the word 

erish, and use it to signify to run into decay. or ruin; to be 
cut off, to be killed, to die, and to be annihilated ; yet, the lite- 
ral meaning of the word is very simple; it is compounded of 
per, by or through; and eo, I go; and signifies no more than 
passing out of sight. So, in Isa. lvii. 1. ** The righteous per- 
isheth,’” justus perut. Thus it signifies to be removed by 
death ; to pass out of sight into the invisible world, or paradise 
of God. | 

The original word is compounded of amo intensive, and caauys 
OF craw to destroy, to kill, to lose: hence, the word amorruus 
signifies to be utterly lost ; not implying any extinction of being, 
but the rendering that being useless; totally defeating the end 
and purpose of life. As God created man for Himself, and to 
be finally happy with Himself ; and he cannot be united to Him 
unless he be holy; he that sims and neglects the means of his 
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recovery, loses the end of his living ; he also passes by from the 
sight of men: he goes into the invisible world; but it is the 
blackness of darkness forever. He is not annihilated: even 
his body rises in the great day ; but his resurrection is to shame 
and everlasting contempt. He goes to hell, the place of the 
perdition of ungodly men ; and there, his worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched. This is what the Scripture means by per- 
dition, or perishing: this is the portion of the sinner who dies 
unsaved ; and it was to prevent this, that Jesus Christ shed His 
sacrificial blood. As man is a sinner, he is in danger of this 
perdition; for this is the punishment which the Divine justice 
has awarded to transgression: and from this punishment he 
who, with a penitent heart, believes, as before described, on 
the Son of God, is truly justified from all things; and shall not 
thus perish. This is the first part of the benefit. 

But, Secondly, he is to have eternal life. His being will not 
only be continued, but bis wett-being shall be secured: he 
shall be fitted fer, and received into glory. This is called ever- 
lasting life, Conv asonor, the life that always lives, q. d. ats wv. It Is 
always in bemg. In a word, it is eternal; for, as the design of 
God was to unite men eternally to Himself, and He is the 4u- 
thor and Source of life; consequently, he who is made holy, 
and is thus united to God, ever lives in and by this eternal life. . 
This is a life that cannot perish; a life that can never know 
decay. , 

2. Thus we see—1. Thatas man is guilly, he needs that par- 
don which preserves from the punishment of perdition, 2. As 
he is impure and unholy in his nature, he needs to be washed, 
to be cleansed trom all unrighteousness, and made a partaker 
of the Divine nature; have the very thoughts of his heart 
cleansed by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that he may be 
fit to dwell with God for ever and ever. His being sanctified 
throughout body, soul, and spirit, prepares him for this state ; 
and this is the second part of the double benefit which he receives 
by believing on Christ Jesus. 

8. This double benefit comprises the two grand doctrines 
relative to salvation, which enter almost into every Christian’s 
creed :— 

1. JustiricaTion, or the pardon of sin; through which we 
are no longer obnoxious to punishment, and, therefore, saved 
from perdition. | 

2, SANCTIFICATION, or the purrfication of the soul from all un- 
righteousness, by which it is prepared for eternal glory. With- 
out justification or pardon, it must perish: without sanctification, 
or holiness, it cannot see God. 

The first of these great works is usually attributed to the 
shedding of Christ’s blood, Acts xx. 28. Rom. vy. 9. See also 
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Eph. i. 7. Col. i. 14. Heb. ix. 12; the second to the infusion 
of His Spirit, 2 Thess. ii. 13. 1 Pet. i. 2. Rom. xv. 16. But 
this very Spirit comes through Christ; and is, therefore, called 
the Spirit of Christ, and the gift of Christ, John xv. 26. xvi. 7. 
and comes from the Father in the name of Christ, John xiv. 16. 
26. And His gifts and graces were to be communicated in con- 
sequence of Chrisi’s final triumph, John vii. 39. Acts ii. 33. 
Eph. iv. 8. 

Now, we must not suppose that these two blessings are so 
necessarily connected, that one must follow the other. Justi- 
fication, or pardon of sin, implies no more in itself, than the 
removal of that guilt and condemnation which exposed the sin- 
ner to eternal perdition. This, in itself, gives no right to eter- 
nal glory. 

Sanctification, or complete holiness, is a meetness for glory ; 
but neither does it give any right to heaven. Pardon of sin, 
as an act of God’s mercy, does not imply the purification of the 
soul: the first removes the guilét, the second takes away the dis- 
position that led to those acts of transgression by which this 
guilt was contracted. 

Who supposes that the king, when through his royal prerog- 
ative and clemency, he pardons a man who has been capitally 
convicted of forgery, takes as fully away the covetous principle 
which led him to commit the act, as by his pardon he takes 
away his liability to the punishment of the gallows? I produce 
this instance merely to shew, that pardon and holiness are not 
so necessarily connected, as that one must imply the other.— 
Yet there is every reason to believe, and genuine experience 
in Divine things confirms it, that in the act of justification, 
when the Spirit of God, the Spirit of holiness, is given to bear 
witness with our spirits that we are the children of God; all 
the outlines of the Divine image, are drawn upon the soul: and 
it is the work of the Holy Spirit, in our sanctification to touch 
off, and fill up, all those outlines, till every feature of the Di- 
vine likeness is tilled up and perfected. Therefore, no believer 
should ever rest till he find the whole body of sin and death 
destroyed; and till the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
has made him free from the law of sin and death. 

I have said that neither justification, nor sanctification, gives 
a right to glory. Mere mnocence is not entitled to reward; and 
mere meeiness, for a thing or place, is no proof of right to pos- 
session. ‘The fact is, that the right to that glory comes mere- 
ly by Jesus Christ, and is the eflect of His infinite merit: and 
here the excellence and perfection of that merit appear. The 
merit must be infinite that can rescue the soul from deserved 
endless punishment; the merit must be infinite that can give a 
man a title to eternal glory. Now the text states, that an ex- 
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emption from endless torments, and a title to, and meetness for, 
eternal glory, comes by Christ, as the gift of God’s love. And, 
as to be saved from eternal perdition is of imfinite value to an 
immortal soul, and as the enjoyment of God, in His own heav- 
ens, throughout eternity, 1s of infinite worth, and both these are 
attributed to Christ’s giving Himself for us; therefore Christ’s 
merit must be infinite ; and it could not be so, were He not pro- 
perly and essentially God. Thus we are led back to the point 
from which we set out; and the postulates on the premises 
amount to demonstration in the conclusion. We were obliged 
to commence with the Deity of Christ; as most obviously noth- 
ing less could have been adequate to the work which was given 
Him todo: and the work which He has done, and the blessings 
which he has acquired, demonstrate His infinite merit, and thus 
prove the point of His essential Divinity. 

I have only one word to add to what has already been said ; 
and that shall refer to the incomprehensibility of that Jove which 
induced God to give His Son for the redemption of the world. 
God so loved the world, says the text, évrw nyarnow 6 Oxos: NO 
description of this dove is here attempted; its length, breadth, 
depth, and height, are like the nature of that God in whom it 
resides ; all indescribable, because all incomprehensible. To 
the same subject, the apostle recurs, 1 Epist. iii. 1. Behold 
WHAT MANNER Of love. rorarm ayamny, the Father hath BEstowED 
upon us! In the évrw, so, of the gospel, and the sorarny WHAT 
MANNER, Of the epist/e, God has put an eternity of meaning; and 
has left a subject for everlasting contemplation, wonder, and 
praise, to angels and men: for, though not directly interested 
in the subject, yet these things the angels desire to look into. 
And to see them in all their relations, connections, and endless- 
ly continued results, would be sufficient to constitute a heaven 
of heavens to all beatified spirits. were there no other subjects 
relative to creation, Providence, and the economy of grace, to 
be investigated in a future state. 

I shall now conclude with the principles with which | com- 
menced. From the text, and the reasonings on it, it appears 
evident ;— 

1. That the world, the whole human race, was in a ruinous 
condemned state, in danger of perishing everlastingly ; and 
without power to rescue itself from the impending destruction. 

2. That God, through the impulse of His own infinite love 
and innate goodness provided for its rescue and salvation, by 
giving His only begotten Son to die for it. 

3. That the sacrificial death of Jesus was the only means by 
which the redemption of the world could have been effected ; 
and, such is the nature of this Sacrifice, that it is absolutely suf- 
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ficient (o accomplish this gracious design ; nothing greater could 
be given, and nothing /ess could have been availing. 

4, That sin is an inconceivable evil, and possesses an in- 
describable malignity, when it required no less a sacrifice to 
make atonement for it than that offered by God manifested in the 

esh. 

5. That no man is saved through this Sacrifice but he who 
believes ; 1. e. who credits what God has spoken concerning this 
Christ ; His sacrifice; the end for which it was offered; and 
the way in which it is to be applied in order to its becoming ef- 
fectual. 

6. That they who believe secure a double benefit ;—1. They 
are exempted from eternal perdition—that they should not perish 
—2. They are brought to eternal glory—that they should have 
everlasting life: this deuble benefit proving,—1. That man is 
guilty, is exposed to punishment, and needs pardon—2. That 
man is impure and unholy ; and,. therefore, unfit for the glory of 
God—3. That the merit must be infinzte which procured for a 
fallen world such ineffable privileges—and, 4. ‘That man owes 
to God his Creator, to God his Redeemer, and to God his Sanc- 
tifier ; the utmost gratitude, the most affectionate obedience, and 
unbounded praises, throughout eternity. 

Therefore ‘“*to Him who hath loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and His Father, to Him be glory and dominion, fer 
ever and ever—Amen!”? 

Millbrook, March 28, 1818. 


| _____ 


} 


EXTRACT FROM A SERMON ON JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. 
BY REV. JABEZ BUNTING. 


Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.—Komans y. 1. 


I may observe, in general, that God, in his act of Justifica- 
tion, designs, and if the blessing be not forfeited, its final effeci 
will be, nothing less than the removal of the whole curse brought 
on us by sin, and our restoration to an ultimate condition as 
goou, at least, as would have resulted even from continued in- 
nocence. But [| am now to speak of those consequences of 
Justification only, which are its present and immediate results. 
These are, 

1. The restoration of amity and intercourse between the par- 
doned sinner and the pardoning God. For “ being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God,” and consequently, unforbidden 
access to him. The matter and ground of God’s controversy 
with us being tben removed, by his act of gracious absolution. 
we become the objects of his friendship. ‘ Arranam believed 
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God, and it was imputed to him for righteousness ; and he was” 
immediately ‘called the Friend of God ;” (James ii. 23.) and 
so are all those who are similarly justified. This reconciliation, 
however, does not extend to their instant and absolute deliv- 
erance from all those evils, which transgression has entailed on 
man. They are still, for a season, left in a state of subjection 
to affliction and pain, to temporal suffering and mortality. — 
These are portions of the original curse, from which their justi- 
fication does not as yet release them. But it entitles them to 
such supports under all remaining trouble, and to such promi- 
ses of a sanctifying influence with it, as will, if embraced, “ turn 
the curse into a blessing.”” Whom the Lord loveth, he may 
still chasten, and in very faithfulness afflict them. But these 
are acts of salutary discipline, rather than of vindictive dis- 
pleasure. His friendship, not his righteous enmity, is the prin- 
ciple from which they all proceed; and their salvation, not 
their destruction, 1s the end to which they are all directed. 

2. Another immediate result of Justification, is the Adoption 
of the persons justified into the family of God, and their conse- 
quent right to eternal life of body and soul. God condescends 
io become not only their friend, but their father; and they are 


the objects not merely of his amicable regard, but of his pater- 


nal tenderness. And admitted to the relation of children, they 
become entitled to the children’s inheritance ; for ‘if children, 
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be 
that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.” 
(Rom. vii. 17.) In the second verse of this chapter, ‘ the 
glory of God” is mentioned, as that for which all are author- 
ized to hope, who now “stand in this grace,”’ this state of 

eace and favour. ‘* Whom he justifies, them he also glorifies,” 
if they abide in that privilege. The punishment due to man, 
as a sinner, included the forfeiture and deprivation of all filial 
relation to God, and filial expectations from him. But pardon 
operates so as to take off the forfeiture; and therefore restores 
the believer to that relation, and to those expectations of which 
he was before deprived. 

3. With these results of justification is inseparably connect- 
ed another, of the utmost value and importance: namely, The 
habitual indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Inthe heart of Man in 
imnocence, that spirit originally resided. But sin provoked his 
departure, and, since without him nothing is wise, nothing holy, 
nothing happy, Man abandoned by him, necessarily sunk into a 
state of spiritual blindness, corruption, and wretchedness.— 
Now, as sin brought us into this condition, by inducing the 
Holy Spirit’s departure, so the pardon of sin is followed by our 
deliverance from it, because it makes way for his return to our 
souls, and for his renewed and settled residence with us and in 
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us. Justification takes off the interdict of holy influence, under 
which guilt had placed us ; and thus “relative grace’’ leads to 
our full and abiding enjoyment of “real grace.” Hence we 
read, “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, be- 
ing made a curse for us ;—that the blessing of Abraham might 
come on the Gentiles, through Jesus Christ ; that we might re- 
ceive the pwomise of the Spirit through faith.” (Gal. ili. 13, 14.) 
‘‘ Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the sport of his Son 
into your hearts.” (Gal. iv. 6.) With the remission of sins, 
St. Peter also connects, as an immediate result, as a distinct 
but yet a simultaneous blessing, “‘ the gift of the Holy Ghost.””— 
(Acts ii. 38.) And in the fifth verse of this chapter, the Holy 
Ghost is said to be given to those who are justified by faith. 
{n a lower sense, I know, that blessed spirit 1s imparted even 
to mere penitents, who are as yet only seeking pardon, and not 
actually justified; for without him they could neither repent 
nor believe the Gospel. But whatever good influences we may 
experience, antecedently to our justification, they are not suf- 
ficient to constitute a holy state and character. They are only 
partial, incipient and preparatory ;—“ the rising beams,” as it 
has been well expressed, ‘of the sanctification of the Spirit.” 
They only prove that he is reconquering and refitting his alien- 
ated and ruined temple. But when we are justified, he then 
begins to inhabit it, and makes it his settled home. And it is 
this inhabitation of the Spirit, that it is the operating cause of all 
truly Christian comfort and Christian holiness. Of this in- 
dwelling the immediate effects are, 

First. Tranquility of conscience. For he testifies and man- 
ifests to those in whom he dwells, their free justification, and 
gracious adeption. The spirit which such persons have re- 
ceived, is, ‘* not the spirit of bondage to fear, but the spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba Father. The spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.” 
{Rom. viii. 15, 16.) When the Holy Ghost is thus fully given 
unto us, we are told, (Rom. v. 5.) that he ‘sheds abroad the 
Jove of God in our hearts.”? He diffuses through the soul such 
a satisfactory persuasion and feeling of God’s pardoning love, 
as banishes our shy distrust of him, silences our fears, subdues 
our painful anxieties, and fills us with a grateful sense of our 
unspeakable obligations tu his redeeming goodness. 

Seconp. Power over sin; a prevailing desire and ability to 
walk before God in holy obedience. No sooner is the Holy 
Spirit enthroned in the heart, than he begins to make all things 
new. In his genuine work, purity is always connected with 
consolation. ‘Those, to whom he witnesses their freedom from 
condemnation, he also enables to “ walk, not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit”? (Rom, vill. 1.) 

















208 EXTRACT FROM A SERMON ON JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. 


Tarp. A joyous hope of heaven. That justified persons 
have a gracious ét/e to future felicity has been already shewn. 
I now speak of their happy prospects of it. They “ rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.’ (Rom. v. 2.) Their title results 
from the fact of their adoption: their power to rejoice in hope, 
from the Spirit’s testimony of that fact. ‘* We, through the 
Spirit, wait for the hope of righteousness by faith,” and “ abound 
in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.” (Gal, v. 5. 
Rom. xv. 13.) 

It now remains only to show the Metuop, by which Justifi- 
cation, and all ils consequent blessings are attained. To have 
a complete view of this method, we must consider the Origina- 
ting, the Meritorious, and the Jnstrumental Cause of our Justi- 
cation. 

1, The Originating Cause is the grace, the free, undeserved, 
and spontaneous love of God towards fallen Man. He remem- 
bered and pitied us in our low estate; for his mercy endureth 
forever. ‘Alter that the kindness and love of God our Saviour 
toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his mercy he saved us.—The grace 
of God b:ingeth salvation.—We are justified freely by his 
Grace.” (Titus it. 11. i. 4, 5. Rom. ti. 24.) 

2. But God is wise and holy and just, as well as merciful. 
and gracious. And his wisdom determined, that in order to 
reconcile the designs of his mercy towards sinners with the 
claims of his purity and justice, that mercy should be exercised 
only through the intervention of a Divine Redeemer. We are 
justified says the text, threugh our Lord Jesus Christ. Our 


Lorp Jesus Curist ts the sole Meritorious Cause of our Justi- 


fication. All which he did, and all which he suffered. in his 
mediatorial character, may be said to have contributed to this 
great purpose. For what he did, in obedience to the precepts 
of the law, and what he suffered, in satisfaction of its penalty, 
taken together, constitute that mediatorial righteousness, for 
the sake of which the Father is ever ia ane inhim. Now 
in this mediatorial righteousness all who are justified have a 
saving interest. I do not mean, that it is personally imputed to 
them in its formal nature or distinct acts ; for against any such 
imputation, there lie, ] think, insuperable objections both from 
reason and scripture. But the coflective merit and moral effects 
of all which the Mediator did and suffered are so reckoned to 
our account, when we are justified, that for the sake of Christ, 
and in consideration of his obedience unto death, we are re- 
leased from guilt, and accepted of God. But when | speak of 
what the Lord Jesus did and suffered, as meritoriously procuring 
our pardon, I would not be understood to intimate, that the ac- 
tive obedience of his life contributes equally, or in exactly the 





EXTRACT OF A SERMON ON JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. 209 


same sense to that result, with the atoning sacrifice of his death. 
For to the latter the scriptures seem evidently to assign, if not 
an exclusive influence, yet a most marked and decided predom- 
inance, in this matter. We are “justified by his blood ;—re- 
conciled to God by the death of his Son;—and have redemp- 
tion through his 5lood.—Christ once suffered for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death 
in the flesh.” (Rom. v. 9, 10. Eph. i. 7. 1 Pet. ni. 18.) His 
sacrifice of himself for us was not only the grand and crowning 
act of his obedience, without which all the sanctity of his former 
life could not have saved us; but it was, in a special and dis- 
tinct manner, the price of our redemption. It is only asa Lamb 
slain, that he takes away oursins. His personal purity, and his 
active obedience, however, were previously necessary, to qualify 
him for the work ofatonement; for if he had not been “a Lamb 
without blemish and without spot,” he could not have redeemed 
us by his blood. And his resurrection and intercession were 
also subsequently necessary; his resurrection, in order to testify 
the sufficiency and divine acceptance of his atonement; and his 
intercession, in order that the merit of it might be pleaded in our 
behalf, and the blessings, which it has deserved, be seasonably 
dispensed and applied. We may therefore say, in the general 
terms of the text, that we are justified, and have peace with 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ ;—through his mediation 
and merits, collectively considered ;—while we believe, that if we 
would express ourselves in terms more strict and definite, such 
as other parts of scripture authorise, the toning blood of our 
Saviour is that to which our Justification is most emphatically 
and particularly to be ascribed. 

From this statement of the meritorious cause of Justifica- 
tion, it appears, that while our pardon is, in its origin, an act of 
the highest grace, it is also, in its mode, an act most pertectly 
consistent with God’s essential righteousness, and demonstrative 
of his inviolable justice. It proceeds not on the principle of 
abolishing the law or its penalty ; for that would have implied 
that the law was unduly rigorous, either in its precepts or in its 
sanctions. But it rests on the ground, that the law has been 
magnified and vindicated ; and that its penalty, or sufferings 
which were fully equivalent to that penalty in a moral view, 
when the dignity of the sufferer is considered, have been sus- 
tained by our voluntary Substitute. Thus ‘Grace reigns 
through righteousness,” not at the expense of righteousness. — 
‘* Now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, 
being witnessed by the law and the prophets ; even the righte- 
ousness of God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and 
upon all them that believe :-—Being justified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus ; whom God hath 
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set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood ; to de- 
clare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God ; to declare, I say, at this time, 
his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of 
him which believeth in Jesus. (Rom. iii. 21—26.) 

This quotation naturally leads me to mention, 

3. The Instrumental Cause of justification.—The merit of 
the blood of Jesus does not operate necessarily, so as to pro- 
duce our pardon as an immediate and unavoidable effect, but 
through the instrumentality of Faith. 

The faith by which we are justified is present faith ; faith ac- 
tually existing and exercised. We are not justified by to-mor- 
row’s faith foreseen; for that would lead to the antinomian no- 
tion of Justification from eternity ; a notion which to mention 
is to confute. Weare not justified by yesterday’s faith recorded 
or remembered ; for that would imply tie opinion, that Justifie 
cation is irreversible ; an opinion which I have already assign- 
ed some of our reasons for rejecting. The Justification offered 
in the scriptures is a Justification upon believing, and in which 
we are never savingly interested until we believe, and only so 
long as we continue to believe. On all unbelievers the wrath 
of God abides. The atonement of Jesus was indeed accepted, 
as from him, at the time when it was offered; but it is not ac- 
cepted, as for us, to our individual justification, until we individ- 
ually believe, nor after we cease to believe. 

The Object of justifying faith may be inferred from what has 
been before said, as to the originating and meritorious causes 
of Justification. It has respect, in general, to all that Christ is 
set forth in the gospel as doing and suffering by the gracious 
appointment of the Father, in order to our redemption and par- 
don. But it has respect, in particular, to the atoning sacrifice 
of Christ, as it is exhibited, by divine authority, in the scrip- 
tures, and as attested to be acceptable and sufficient by his 
resurrection from the dead, and his mediatorial exaltation at the 
right hand of God. 

The Acts or exercises of this faith seem to be three: or 
rather, that faith, which is required in order to our Justification, 
is a complex act of the mind, which includes three distinct but 
concurrent exertions of its powers. It includes, 

(1.) The assent of the understanding to the truth of the testi- 
mony of God in the gospel; and especially to that part of it, 
which concerns the design and efficacy of the death of Jesus as 
a sacrifice for sin. 

(2.) The consent of the will and affections to this plan of sal- 
vation ; such an approbation and choice of it, as implies a re- 
nunciation of every other refuge, and a steady and decided 
preference of this. Unbelief is called a disallowing of the foun- 
dation laid in Zion; whereas faith includes a hearty allowance 
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of it, and a thankful acquiescence in God’s revealed method of 
forgiveness, 

(3.) From this assent of the enlightened understanding, and 
consent of the rectified will, to the evangelical testimony con- 
cerning Christ crucified, results the third thing, which I suppose 
to be implied in justifying faith: namely, actual trust in the 
Saviour, and personal apprehension of his merits. When, un- 
der the promised leading and influence of the Holy Ghost, the 
penitent sinner thus confidently relies, and individually lays 
hold on Christ, then the work of justifying faith is complete ; 


then, and not till then, we are immediately justified. 
On the whole, may it not be said, that the faith, to which 


the privilege of Justification is annexed, is such a belief of the 
gospel, by the power of the Spirit of God, as leads us to come 
to Christ, to receive Christ, to trust in Christ, and to commit 
the keeping of our souls into his hands, in humble confidence of 
his power and will to save us!—It will readily occur to you, 
that the several expressions, which I have just used, are all em- 
ployed in holy scripture, as synonymous with that believing 


which is unto unrighteousness. 


——an) YC 


Miscellaneous. 


THE DOCTRINE OF FUTURE PUNISHMENT CONSIDERED. 
(Continued from page 181.) 


In passing from the Old Testament to the New, in addition 
to the foregoing remarks on the paucity of texts in the writings 
of Moses, chet support the doctrine of future and endless pun- 
ishment; I shall transcribe the observations of an eminent 
critic, to whom I am indebted for some thoughts, introduced 
into these strictures. ‘In the apostolical writings, there are a 
variety of ancient facts mentioned or alluded to, which are not 
neseuies in the Jewish scriptures ; such as the sin and punish- 
ment of the evil angels, 2 Pet. ii. 4. and their connfinement in 
everlasting chains under darkness to the judgment of the great 
day, Jude v. 6.—The prophecy of Enoch concerning the judg- 
ment and punishment of the wicked, Jude ver. 14.—Noah’s 
peaching righteousness to the Antediluvians, 2 Pet. ii. 5.— 


Abraham’s seeing Christ’s day and being glad, mentioned by 


Christ himself, John viii. 56.—Lot’s being vexed with the filthy 
discourse of the wicked Sodomites, 2 Pet. u. 7.—The emblem- 
atical purpose for which Moses slew the Egyptian who strove 
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with the Israelite, Acts vil. 25.—The names of Pharaoh’s magi- 


cians who contended with Moses, 2 Tim. tii. 8.—Moses’ excla- 
mation on the mount, when terrified by what he saw, Heb. xii. 
21.—The emblematical meaning of the tabernacles and of their 
services, explained, Heb. ix. 8, 9.—AIl which ancient facts are 
mentioned by the inspired writers, as things universally known 
and acknowleijged. It is no objection to the truth of these 
things, that they are not recorded in the books of the Old-Tes- 
tament. For it is reasonable to believe, that the writers of 
these books have not recorded all the revelations which God 
made to mankind in ancient times: nor all the circumstances 
of the revelations which they have recorded.” 

No objections, however, can possibly be made against the 
doctrine for which | am contending, founded on the scantiness 
of proof occuring in the writings of the New-Testament, for 
there it is so clearly revealed, the punishment is so awfully, so 
repeatedly, and | may say, so circumstantially described, that 
if language conveys any ideas, or words have any meaning, it 
is utterly impossible for the ingenuity of men, or the sophistry 
of cavi'lers, to set aside their meaning or weaken their force. 
To transcribe every passage that maintains the doctrine, would 
be to transcribe a very great portion of the divine word, and 
swell these strictures to an unnecessary size. | shall content 
myself therefore, with making a tew selections from our blessed 
Lord’s discourses, and the writings of his divinely inspired 
Apostles. And first from our Lord. He taught the doctrine 
of future and endless punishment by parables, and without them, 
and in no place did he ever say, nor can the inference be fair- 
ly drawn trom any of his words, that those punishments should 
ever come to an end. 

He taught the doctrine, for which I am contending, in the 
parable of the Sower. ds therefore the tares (who are the 
children of the wicked one, ver 38) are gathered and burned in 
the fire ; so shall it be in the end of the world. .Matt. xiii. comp. 
30. and 40—42. Inthe purable of the dragnet, the good are 
gathered into vessels, but the bad are cast away. So shall it 
be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth and sever 
the wicked from among the just, and shall cast them into the Sur- 
nace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Matt. 
xiii. 49, 50.—In the parable of the marriage feast. And when 
the King came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had 
not ona wedding garment; ond he saith unto him, Friend, how 
camest thou in hither, not having a wedding garment? And he 
was speechless. (See Rom. ill. 19. and xiv. 11.) Then said the 
King to the servants, bind him hand and foot, and take him away, 
and cast him into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Matt. xxi. 11—13. And to mention but 
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one more, in that of the talents; Cast ye the unprofitable ser- 
vant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. Matt. xxv. 30-—33. 

He taught the same doctrine in language without a figure. I 
say unto you that many shall come from the east and west, and 
shall sit down with Abranam, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the king- 
dom of heaven. But the chilaren of the kingdom shall be cast 
oul into vuter darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth, Matt. viii. 11, 12. Ye serpents, ye generation of vers, 
how can ye escape the damnation of hell? Matt. xxni. 33. In 
vindicating his character trom the blasphemous objections of 
the Pharisees, he saith, but whosoever speaketh against the Hol 
Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither 
in the world to come. Matt. xii. 32. In Mark the same doctrine 
is taught, though the words are somewhat diflerent. But he 
that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgive- 
ness, but is in danger of eternal damnation. Mark ii. 29. and in 
St. Luke’s gospel the same crime and the same punishment are 
mentioned in expressions differing from the foregoing ; hear them 
—but unto him that blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost, it snall 
not be forgiven him. Luke xi. 10. ‘Now our Saviour says 
expressly of this sin, both negatively, that it shall never be for- 
given ; and affirmatively, that the person guiity ot it shadd be ob- 
noxious to eternal judgment, and couiirms ail this with an assev- 
eration, Verily 1 say unto you, he that biasphemeth against the 
Holy Ghost, hath never forgiveness, but eoxos eg 1s Liable to eter- 
nal judgment.’ ‘I'he same sentiment is advanced in’ the case of 
Judas who betrayed his master; Z'he son of Man goeth, as it 
is written of him; but woe unto that man by whom the Son of 
Man is betrayed! tt had been good for thut man if he had not 
been born. Matt. xxvi. 24. On which text Dr. A. Clarke com- 
ments thus. ‘Can this be said of any sinner if there be any 
redemption from hell torments? If a sinner should suffer mil- 
lions of millions of years in them, and get out at last te the en- 
joyment of heaven; then it was well tor him that he had been 
born, for still he has an eternity of blessedness before him. 
Can the doctrine of the non-etermty of hell torments stand in 
the presence of this saying? Or can the doctrine of the annihi- 
lation of the wicked consist with this declaration ?? Marvel not 
at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the 
graves, shall hear his voice, and shall come forth: they that have 
done good to the resurrection of life; and they that have done 
evil unto the resurrection of damnation John v. 28,29. One 
instance more, and 1 shall close my quotations from the dis- 
courses of the Saviour. Jf thy hand offend thee, cut it off; ut as 
better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands 
to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: where 
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their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. And if thy 
foot offend thee, cut it off: wt is better for thee to enter halt into 
life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that 
never shall be quenched: where their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched. And tf thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: 
it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, 
than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire; where their worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. Mark ix. 43—48. Dr. 
Whitby’s note on this passage, though long, is too valuable to be 
withheld from the reader. ‘These words seem plainly taken 
from IJsa. Ixvi. 24. where they exactly may be found; and it 
seems reasonable to interpret them according to the received 
opinion of the Jews.—Now it is certain, Ist. that Gehenna was 
by them still looked on and represented as the place in which the 
wicked were to be tormented by fire: so the Jerusalem Tar- 
gum represents Gehenna which is prepared for the wicked in 
the world to come, asa furnace “ sparkling and flaming with 
fire, into which the wicked fall.?’> And the Targum upon Ec- 
clesiastes speaks of the “ fire of hell,” Eccles. ix. 15. ‘ of the 
sparks of the fire of hell,” x. 11. and “of the wicked who 
shall go to be burned in hell, viti. 10. Accordingly our Lord 
speaks here, verse 47. and Matt. v. 22. of the wicked being 
“cast into the fire of hell,” and of their being ‘cast into a 
furnace of fire,?? Matt. xiil. 42. 

Secondly. The ancient Jews held that the punishments of 
the wicked in hell should be perpetual, or without end. So 
Judith saith, that they shall weep under a sense of their pains 
forever, chap. xvi. 17. Josephus informs us that the Phari- 
sees held “the souls of the wicked were to be punished aw 
csewesee With perpetual punishment,” and that there was appoint- 
ed for them seyjos «ido; ‘a perpetual prison.”’ Philo saith the 
punishment of the wicked person is G1 amcbavrra au, “to live 
for ever dying,” and “to be forever in pains and griefs, and 
calamities that never cease :”’? Accordingly our Lord continually 
saith of them, that they shall go away into eternal punishment, 
and that their worm dieth not, and their fire is not quenched, 
and that God will destroy their soul and body in hell fire.” 
Matt. xvill. §.—xxv. 41. Luke ili. 17. 

Iam next to look to the writings of the Apostles, and see 
what they say on this most awful and important subject. Nor 
can I be at any loss, for it meets my eye, in one form or anoth- 
er, in the writings of each of the inspired penmen. 1 shall 
therefore select only a few passages. 

Rom i. 18. For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in un- 
righteousness. See ch. il. 5—9. 

1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Be not deceived; neither fornicators, nor 
idolators, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of them- 
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selves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners shall inherit the kingdom of God, 
see Gal. v. t9--21.—-Eph. v. 5, 6.——Phil. iii. 18, 19.--Col. 
iii, 5, 6.—Rev. xxi. 8.-—xxil. 15. 

1 Thess. v. 3. Then sudden destruction cometh upon them, 
as travail upon a woman with child, and they shall not escape. 
See also 2 Pet. ili. 10. 

2 Thess. i. 7---9. The Lord Jesus shall be revéaled from 
heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory 
of his power. 

Heb. vi. & Whose end is to be burned (compare Matt. iii. 
10, and vii. 19. x. 27.) A certain fearful looking for of judg- 
ment, and fiery indignation which shall devour the adversaries. 
31 verse, It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God. xii. 29. For our God is a consuming fire. 

Heb. vi. 2. Kas HELUATOS Kbwvbe'y and of eternal judgment. Here 
follows Dr. Whitby’s note on these words, “ Hence interpreters 
observe, that the doctrine of Origen, tonching the period of 
the torments of the damned, is~here condemned; and indeed 
the primitive fathers, not Origen himself excepted, taught the 
contrary. 

‘I we do not the will of Christ,’? saith Clemens Romanus, 
wey imas puorren ths owns xorkacws, “ Nothing will deliver us from 
eternal punishment:” the black way, in Barnabas, is o> te 
Dover: cue perce Tuwerces, *° The way of eternal death with pun- 
ishment.””> ‘‘The punishment of the damned,” saith Justin 
Martyr is MOAGTES KAb THwere ey ce savew Tes. Koaacts ATEPLVTOS, XOAMTIS 
auwmos wugos sume dixn, “ endless punishment, and torment in eter- 
nal fire.” In Theophylus, ICIS xokwoss ceswmos aswvos tyawere, ** eter- 
nal punishment.”? Ireneus in his symbol of faith, makes this 
one article, that res acePess nas wdixss ts 70 cswnoy mvereudn, ** Christ 
would send the ungodly and unjust into everlisting fire.” 

Tertullian declares, Omnes homines aut eruciatui destinari aut 
refrigero, utroque sempiterno, “that all men are appointed to 
eternal torments or refreshments. And if any man” saith he, 
“¢ thinks the wicked are to be consumed, and not punished, let 
him remember, /gnem gehenne eternum predicari in penam ater- 
nam, that hell-fire is styled eternal, because designed for eter- 
nal punishment,” and thence concludes, “ their substance will 
remain forever, whose punishment doth so.” So St. Cyprian 
saith, Servantur cum corporibus suis anime infinitis cruciatibus ad 
dolorem; that “the souls of the wicked are kept with their 
bodies, to be grieved with endless torments.” T'ormentus nec 
modus ullus aut terminus; ‘There is no measure nor end o! 
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their torments,” saith Munitius. Lastly, Origen reckons this 
among the doctrines defined by the Church, “ that every soul, 
when it goes out of this world, shall either enjoy the inheritance 
of eternal life and bliss, if its deeds have rendered it fit for life, 
sive igni eterno, ac supplicus mancipanda est, or it is to be deliv- 
ered up to eternal fire and punishment, if its sins have deserved 
that state.” 

From the foregoing arguments and quotations, the judicious 
and attentive reader will conclude with me, that the proposition 
which was laid down for discussion, at the commencement of 
this essay has been fully and incontrovertibly established. 
And that if any credit at all is to be given to speech, or if lan- 
guage can convey one determinate idea, or bear any certain 
meaning; the doctrine of the certainty and eternity of future 
punishment is proved beyond a doubt. If the above declara- 
tions of our Lord, attended with all the solemnity, and reiterated 
asseverations with which they are accompanied, together with 
the numerous and unequivocal assertions of his Apostles, do not 
fully maintain it, is it possible for any language to do it ? If these, 
with all the rest that might be added from the word of God, do 
not silence or satisfy the advocate of Universalism, what will 
do it? If the plain and literal meaning of such passages can be 
parried, so could every other quotation that could be made, or 
assurances that could have been given. And indeed, if they 
do not prove the doctrine, I am at a loss to conceive what doc- 
trine can be proved from matters of fact, or the writings of the 
inspired penmen. [Let the Universalists try what the Scrip- 
tures say on the being and attributes of God,—the gift of his 
Son Jesus Christ—the descent of the Holy Ghost on the day of 
pentecost, (or does he set that article in the Christian faith, 
with all his influences, operations, graces, and comforts aside 
also)—-the crucifixion and atonement of the Redeemer,—the 
day of Judgment,—the resurrection of the dead,—the immor- 
tality and immateriality of the soul,—and eternal blessedness. 
The way and manner he takes to establish any one or all of 
these doctrines, if fair and. logical, shall be turned upon him- 
self, and made to support that doctrine he now denies: Empty 
declamation, or positive assertion will not, however, be taken 
ior proof. 

Against all that has been said, on the endless duration of 
punishment, the Universalist may come forward, and assert 
with confidence, as he has done before, and think that this con- 
fident assertion shall pass as sterling proof, that there is no 
word in the Greek language, which conveys the idea of eter- 
nity, or that ought to be so rendered: that Aww» and Aswwoy are 
never to be taken in that sense, for they always convey the 
idea of a limited duration, of a period which must come to a 
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close. Here I must express my surprise, that any man pro- 
fessing to have any knowledge of the language, much more, 
that one who undertakes to give us a new translation of the New- 
Testament should be so devoid of modesty, or a sacred regard 
to truth, as to make the above assertion. As well might he say 
that there is no meaning in words at all, as to say that aionion 
never expresses an idea of unlimited duration ; as every person 
acquainted with the language, and the application of that, and 
its correlative terms, in the sacred scriptures, must know to 
the contrary. Notwithstanding the unblushing confidence with 
which this declaration is made, I shall meet it by asserting 
in turn, that As» and Aiwnoy, in various places in the New-Tes- 
tament, signify a proper eternity. 

Without having respect to the words as substantive or adjec- 
tive, or to their number as singular and plural, | find they occur 
ONE HUNDRED AND NINETY NINE times In the New Testament. 
I] have examined every place where they are to be found, and 
have arranged them, as belonging to the different subjects under 
the following heads. 

To the Mosaic Dispensation, - - 9 

-— the World itself with the various ages 34 
and revolutions which have happened 

— God, Christ, and the Holy Ghost, to- 46 
gether with the reign of Christ, 

Ascriptions of glory and praise to God, 24 


Christ, &c. oe ae 
Eternal life and blessedness, - - 65 
Eternal death and punishment, a) 


——eee 


199 

In making this classification, | do not say that it is such as is 
exactly laid down in the Lexicons which I have consulted. 
Nor am I sure that others, taking the same side of the question 
with me, might not assign some to the Mosaic Dispensation 
which I have considered as falling under the division that re- 
lates to the Ages, &c. of the world. As any different arrange- 
ment will not affect the main point, which relates to the word 
as meaning Eternity, I conceive the present distribution suffi- 
ciently exact for my purpose; and shall proceed to give an ex- 
ample or two, from each division, and leave the reader to judge 
for himself, 

(To be Continued.) 
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218 A DESCRIPTIVE VIEW OF THE WESTERN COUNTRY. 


Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


A descriptive view of the Western Country previously to ts dis- 
covery and settlement by English settlers, or the citizens of the 
United States, as additional or supplementary to Introductory 
Remarks, to the Rise and Progress of religion in the Western 
Country. 


No. If. 
Tue follawing is a description of this country, given In a 
pamphlet published in Paris.—‘ The Mississippi first acquires 
importance in the latitude of forty-five north. It flows in a de- 


vious course above two thousand miles, and enters the bay of 


Mexico, by many mouths, in latitude twenty-nine. In these lat- 
itudes is comprised the temperate zone, which has always been 
deemed most favourable to the perfection of animal and veget- 
able nature. This advantage is not marred by the sterilifying 
influence of lofty mountains, the pestilential fumes of untracta- 
ble bogs, or the dreary uniformity of sandy plans. Through 
the whole extent there is not a snow-capt hill, a moory sand, or 
a volcanic eminence. This valley is of different breadths.— 
The ridge which bounds it on the east, is, in some places, near- 
ly a thousand miles from the great middle stream. From this 
ridge, secondary rivers of great extent and magnificence flow 
towards the centre, and the intermediate regions are anun- 
cultivated paradise. On the west the valley is of similar di- 
mensions, the streams are equally large and useful, and the cos- 
dition of the surface equally delightful. 


There cannot be imagined a district more favourable to set- | 


tlement. In addition to general climate and soil, there are the 
utmost facilities of communication and commerce. ‘I'he whole 
district is a sloping side of a valley. Through which run deep 
and navigable rivers, which begin their course in the remotest 
borders, and which all terminate in the central stream. This 
stream, one of the longest and widest in the world, is remarkably 
distinguished by its depth and freedom from natural impedi- 
ments. It flows into a gulph, which contains great numbers of 
populous islands. Among these islands are numerous passages 
into the ocean which washes the shores of Europe. Thus, not 
only every part of this district is easily accessible by means of 
rivers, but the same channels are ready to convey the products 
of every quarter to markets the most contiguous and most re 
mote. 
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Fancy, in her happiest mood, cannot combine all the facilities 
of nature and society in a more absolute degree, than will be 
actually combined when the valley of the Mississippi shall be 
long enough included inthe American states. Not one of the 
impediments to opulence will be found here. Not one of the 
advantages, the least of which have made other regions the 
envy and admiration ef mankind, will here be wanting. 

The Nile flows in a torrid climate, through a long and narrow 
valley. The fertility which ils annual inundations produce, 
extends only two or three leagues on cither side of it. The 
benefits of this fertility are marred by the neighbourhood of 
scorching sands, over which the gales carry intolerable heat, 
and incurable pestilence, and which harbour a race of savages, 
whose trade is war and pillage. The greater Nile of the 
Western hemisphere diffuses by its inundations the fertility of 
Iigypt twenty leagues from its shores, and occupies a valley 
wider than from Duna to the Rhine, flowing among the most 
beautiful dales, and under the benignest season. 

The territories of Great-Britain in India, produce noth ing 
which the territory ot the Mississippi could not as easily pro- 
duce. The Ganges fertilizes a valley less extensive. Its 
Deltas, as well as those of the Nile are in the same latitudes, 
and these rivers generate the same exuberant soil, only in 
smaller space and less quantities than the American Nile: But 
the Mississippi comprehends in its bosom the regions of the 
temperate zone as well as the tropical climates and products. 
A nation could not bury itself in a more inaccessible fortress than 
this valley. The mouths of the river, as to all attacks by sea, 
are better than the bastions of Malta. All around the entrance 
is impassible to man and horse, and the great channel is already 
barred by forts—easily extended and improved. 

These strictures were penned long before the late war. The 
following were also made previously to the cession of Louisiana 
to the United States. 

There is some amusement, at least, in reflecting upon the vast 
consequences which some time or other must infallibly attend 
the settling of America. If we consider the progress of empires 
which have hitherto existed in the world, we shall find the 
short duration of their most glorious periods, owing to causes 
which will not operate against that of North America. Those 
empires were formed by conquest; a great many nations differ- 
ent in character, language and ideas, were by force jumbled into 
one heterogeneous power: It is most surprizing that such dis- 
sonant parts should hold together so long. But when the band 
of union was weakened, they returned to their original and nat- 

ural separation: language and national character formed many 
sovercignties out of the former connected varieties. ‘This, 
however, will be very different with North-America; the habita- 
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ble parts of which, including the dominions of Britain and Spain 
north of latitude 30, contain above 3,500,000 square miles.— 
Jt would be unnecessary to remark that this includes what does 
not belong at present to our North-America. If we want it, | 
warrant (continues our author) it will soon be ours. This ex- 
tent of territory is much greater than that of any empire that 
ever existed, as will appear from the following table : 
Square miles. 


The Persian Empire under Darius contained 1,650,000 


The Roman Empire, in its utmost extent 1,610,000 
The Chinese Empire - - - 1,749,000 
The Great Mogul’s . . 1,116,000 


The Russian empire, including all Tartary, is larger than any 
of these, but J might as well throw into the American scale the 
countries about the Hudson’s bay, for the one is as likely to be 

eopled as the other; whereas, all] have taken in will assured- 

be so. Besides North-America is actually peopling very 
fast, which is far enough from being the case in the Russian 
deserts. Now the habitable part of what was once the British 
dominions alone, in North-America, contains above 1,200,000 
square miles, or almost equal to any of the above. But the 
whole as I before observed is, 3,500,000, or more than the Per- 
sian and Roman together. é; 

So that those seeds of decay, sown in the very foundation of 
ancient empires will have no existence here. Further the peo- 
pling of this vast tract, from a nation renowned in trade, navi- 
gation, and naval power, has occasioned all the ideas of the 
original to be transplanted into the copy. All these advantages 
having been so long enjoyed, with the amazing and unparalled 
situation for commerce between Europe, Asia, and the great 
Southern Continent ; and America at the same time possessin 
above other countries, the means of building, fitting out vad 
maintaining a great Navy; the inhabitants of this potent empire, 
so far from being in the least danger from the attacks of any 
other qi-arter of the globe, will have it in their power to engross 
the whole commerce of it; and to reign not only lords of Amer- 
ica, but to possess in the utmost security the dominion of sea 
throughout the world, which their ancestors enjoyed before 
them. None of the ancient empires, therefore, which fell a 
prey to the ‘Tartars, nor the present one of China, can be com- 
pared to this of North-America ; which as surely as the land is 
in being, will hereafter be trod by the first people the world ever 
knew.?? 

May this view of our nation, however exhilerating to us as 
yoliticians and citizens, humble us as Christians under a sense 
of the goodness of Almighty God to us as a people. 

THEeopHILus ARMENIUS, 

Jan. 20, 1820. 


(To be continued. ) 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN PROVINCETOWN. 2927} 


ACCOUNT OF THE REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN PROVINCETOWN, MASS. 
COMMUNICATED IN A LETTER FROM REY. E. KIBBY TO 
REV. Te. MERRITT. 


(Continued from page 200.) 


Fripay in the afternoon we set out for home. The most of 
our company were now happy, having received of the fulness of 
God. ‘There were some, however, mourning for their sins, and 
deeply lamenting that they must return without being converted. 
Blessed God! O blessed disappointment! the adorable Jesus 
had other thoughts. After we had gotten out of ihe creek, being 
all on deck, passing the time in singing praises, and speaking ot 
the goodness of God, in an unexpected moment the heavens 
dropped fatness, and we were overshadowed with the Most 
High. Some shouted! some cried aloud for mercy! some fell ! 
This display of the power of the great I AM, made a finish of the 
business: all our company were now converted excepting the 
captain ofthe sloop. All of us now rejoiced greatly in the name 
of the Lord. 

During the night there was an enlarged enjoyment, the praises 
of Jesus were frequently sung, and every soul filled with the 
goodness of God. Saturday in the morning, by the rising of the 
sun, we all safely landed. faving heard what the Lord had 
done, the people looked at us with surprise. The young con- 
verts were filled with the good wine of the kingdom, and the 
grace of God shone in their faces. Wherever they went, they 
seemed to carry conviction, and many trembled in their pre- 
sence. As they entered their houses they fell on their knees to 
prayer, and then told their friends what the Lord had done for 
them. O what aday! Provincetown never saw the like be- 
fore. Oye guilty, trembling, penitent sinners! the clouds are 
big with mercy, and shall break in blessings on your heads. 

Sabbath-day being pleasant, at the appointed hour, all who 
could, hastened to meeting, and crowded to the house of God. 
Every countenance appeared to be extremely interesting ; 
joy sparkled in the eyes of the righteous ; while those who had 
no interest in the blood of the Redeemer, appeared sorrowful 
and dejected. The preaching was attended with demonstra- 
tions of power. A wonderous change appeared in the people 
from Camp-meeting, their looks and deportment showed what 
God had done for them. At the time of prayer they all fell on 
their knees in public, and worshipped God in a devout manner. 
These combined circumstances much affected the people, and 
presented to view a most interesting assembly. The sacred 
flame spread among the pious, while the blessed Spirit deeply 
— the minds of sinners: they wept, they groaned, they 
trembled. 
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After the dismission of the public congregation in the after- 
noon, we usually had a society meeting; but on this occasion 
they ail became one. The whole congregation, with few ex- 
ceptions, took their seats among the righteous. 1! came out 
of the pulpit, and in a few words addressed the whole, and then 
gave liberty to the young converts to tell their wonderous story. 
They arose one after another, and honoured the hand that made 
them. They related what God had done for their souls in an 
admirable manner. Many burst into weeping, and the voice of 
mourning was heard in all directions. 1! invited the distressed 
to the altar for prayers, and instantly the circle was filled, and 
what could not approach the Altar, fell on their knees in the 
aisles, and in their seats, and cried aloud for mercy! Blessed 
Jesus! Mercy was near at hand for the penitent! the power of 
God was manifested among the people in a gracious manner, 
the saints of God shouted aloud for joy, the cries of the dis- 
tressed reached the very heavens, and the footsteps of our God 
were glorious. The work had now began in good earnest, 
and sudden was the appearance of the Lord in his temple. 

The fields being white and all ready to harvest, the people 
of God now entered into the work with spirit and engagedness. 
Our meetings commenced every evening, and every meeting 
was productive of the most precious fruits. The work spread 
in different directions, and the house of prayer was filled with 
people from all parts of the place; while the power of the Most 
High, was frequently displayed in the most astonishing manner. 
And though our meetings were regularly dismissed, at a season- 
able hour, yet it was often the case that many were unable to 
get away, In consequence of having fallen under the Divine 

ower; so that it became necessary for some to attend upon 
them, until God was pleased to convert their souls, and restore 
their bodily faculties to them. 

It was seldom the case that I had a chance to retire to rest 
until a very late hour, and in some instances, was called out of 
bed to pray with the distressed, and to comfort those that mourn- 
ed. Indeed, my time was wholly spent, both day and night, in 
the discharge of the most important and the most pleasant duties 
of my station among the people. 

After the work assumed such a powerful appearance, and 
became so satisfactory in its operations, a most sensible altera- 
tion was seen in the appearances of almost all the inhabitants of 
the town, and this great and glorious work, became the subject 
of daily conversation among all classes of people. For some- 
time but little was said against it, and those who did not share 
in the blessing, stood astonished and confounded at what they 
saw and heard. The power of God was not only manifested 
in our meetings, but the divine presence seemed to be every 
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where. Some were awakened as they were walking, others 
while in their daily employments; some were converted at 
meeting, and some experienced religion in going home. ‘The 
Lord was not only present on the shore, but men and boys on 


board their vessels in the harbour, were deeply impressed in ~ 
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their minds. One in particular, was so stiffened with thg 
of God, as to be unable to return on shore during tf 
Some that fell asleep in deep distress of mind, were ro 
their slumbers by the pardoning love of God, and shouted ¢ 
es in the silent watches of the night. Thus, noon and midnig 
morning and evening, witnessed the happy conversion of souls. 

The work was so rapid that it seemed difficult to keep pace 
with it. Like a contagion, spreading every where, it was not 
known to day who would be its victims to-morrow. The con- 
version of some was manifest in their countenances, before it 
was hardly known that they were under concern of mind.— 
Whenever any experienced religion, they usually appeared at 
the next meeting, and related what the Lord had done for them ; 
which had a tendency to encourage the mourner, and to impress 
the most awful sentiments on the conscience of the sinner.— 
Parents and children, husbands and wives, brothers and sisters, 
friends and neighbours, would often meet to congratulate each 
other on the happy change wrought in the heart by divine grace. 
Convictions were very powerful, and conversions remarkably 
clear. Every meeting was crowned with newborn souls. 

We seldom had a dull season; and more than once the mighty 
power of God shook the place where we were assembled.— 








But few at those times left the house, and they perhaps, for fear of 


the falling of the building. I was myself as composed as while 
I am thus writing, andsat with infinite pleasure, to survey the 
solemn scene. The presence of God came as it were, like the 
rushing of a mighty wind, and filled the place where we were 
sitting. This shook the bodies of the people, and they the seats, 
and the seats the house; so that it trembled to its very founda- 
tion. This was a most awful time. 

At the commencement of this reformation, most of the men 
belonging to this place, were absent at sea, who on their return 
home, were greatly astonished at the wonderful change they 
saw wrought among the people in their absence. What the 
Almighty has been doing for several weeks, was presented to 
their view all at once. When they entered their houses, to sec 
the admirable change which had taken place in their dearest 
connections ; when they walked the streets, to hear no swear- 
ing, to see no fightiny, while the place of carnal mirth was not 
to be found, but a fixed seriousness marked every face; and 
above all, when they went to the temple of devotion, and saw 
such a goodly number of the congregation, bending the knee 
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to the great God of heaven and earth; to see their plain and un- 
affected manner, their true devotion, their happiness, and espe- 
cially to hear them speak of the goodness of God, and to telk 
what the Lord had done for their souls, and to hear them from 
time to time warn sinners to flee from the wrath to come, and 
invitestheir dear friends, in the most pathetic language, to come 
and goto heaven with them, was a solemn scene, which none 
ost hardened sinner could withstand. Powerful con- 
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pps Soon took hold of the mind, and being unwilling that 
their friends should go to glory and leave them behind, they 
made suit to a throne of grace, in the name of the eternal Son, 
who suffered for them on the cross, and pardon was given unto 
them; and they were blessed with the enjoyment of divine 
love. The hand of Omnipotence was powerfully upon them, 
and ten or twelve experienced religion in one meeting. Glory 
to God in the highest! on earth peace, and good-will toward 
men! Hallelujah! praise ye the Lord! The work seemed for 
some time to go on among the seamen, and many were brought 
to the knowledge of the truth. Backsliders also were reclaim- 
ed, and once more blessed with the divine favour. Strangers, 
and persons who were providentially here, shared in the work, 
as well as the people belonging to Provincetown. 

This blessed reformation assumed some traits not common 
in this part of the vineyard of our Lord. In point of power 
and rapidity it became truly astonishing. In the commence- 
ment of the revival, a young man not of our society, became 
awakened among the Methodists, and set out to serve the Lord. 
But having some discouragements from a quarter that he ought 
not, one evening his father was conversing with him on a par- 
ticular subject, and seeing his countenance to change, asked 
him what the matter was, and he said ‘he did not know,’ then 
rose from his seat, walked across the room two or three times 
and fell to the floor. In this situation he lay for some time, in 

reat distress of soul, and then arose and praised the Lord with 
all his might, and delared to his friends, what his blessed Re- 
deemer had done for his immortal soul. 
(To be continued. ) 














REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS. 2295 


We present to our readers the following Report of the Com- 
mittee, appointed by the General Conference to take into con- 
sideration the state of missions, and to whom was referred the 
Constitution of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. 

The alterations which are made in the Constitution om 
Society, are such as were recommended to be madeby 
board of Managers, and also such as were authorized by} 
13th Article of the original Constitution, respecting the loca- 
tion of the Society, aid the application of its funds. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 


10 WHOM WAS REFERRED SO MUCH OF BISHOP M‘KENDREE’S AD- 
DRESS AS RELATES TO MISSIONS. 









Your Committee regard the Christian Ministry as peculiarly 
a Missionary Ministry. ‘Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature,” is the very foundation of its au- 
thority, and developes its character simultaneously with its 
origin. | ' 

The success which attended the Itinerant and Missionary 
labours of the first heralds of salvation, farther establishes the 
correctness of this view, and demonstrates the Divine sanction 
of this method of spreading the Gospel. 

In process of time, however, the Missionary spirit declined. 
and the spirit of genuine Christianity with it. Then it pleased 
the Lord to raise up the Messrs. Wesleys, Whitefield, and others, 
through whose Itinerant and Missionary labours, a great reviva! 
of vital piety was commenced, the progress and extent of which, 
at present, your Committee cannot but regard as cause of un- 
bounded thankfulness and pleasure. 

The Missions of Boardman and Pilmore; of Wright, of As- 
bury, and others, are events in our history not soon to be for- 
gotten. A grateful people feel their happy influence, and hold 
their memory dear, and generations yet unborn will rise up and 


call them blessed. 
Can we then be listless to the cause of Missions ? We cannot. 


Methodism itself is a Missionary system. Yield the Missionary . 


spirit, and you yield the very life-blood of the cause. 

In Missionary efforts our British brethren are before us. We 
congratulate them on their zeal, and their success. But your 
Committee beg leave to entreat this Conference to emulate their 
example. The time, indeed, may not yet be come in which we 
should send our Missionaries beyond seas. Our own Continent 
presents to us fields sufficiently vast, which are opening before 
us, and whitening to the harvest. These, it is probable, will 

Vou. Ill, 29 
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demand all the labourers, and all the means, which we can com- 
mand at present. 

You will permit your Committee to mention some of those 
Missionary grounds, which may have a peculiar claim to your 
first attentions. They are the Canadas, the Floridas, the State 
of Louisiana; the Territories of Arkansas and Missouri; our 
Western frontiers generally, having regard to those who use 
the Frefich, Spanish, or other foreign languages, as well as to 
those who use the English; together with any destitute places 
in the interior, in which circuits may not yet have been formed, 
and where it may be judged important to have efficient mis- 
sions. 

In a particular manner the Committee solicit the attention of 
the Conference to the condition of the Aborigines of our country, 
—the Indian tribes. American Christians are certainly under pe- 
culiar obligations to impart to them the blessings of civilization 
and Christian light. That there is no just cause to despair of suc- 
cess, through grace, in this charitable and pious undertaking, 1s 
demonstrated by the fact that there are already gathered into 
church fellowship about sixtypmembers of the Wyandot tribe, 
in the state of Ohio; and that a successful mission, under 
our direction, is now in operation among them. Why might 
not similar success attend other missions among other tribes ? 
Is the Lord’s arm shortened that he cannot save our brothers 
of the forest? or is his ear heavy that He will not hear in their 
behalf? 

The Government of the United States has manifested a dis- 

osition towards the Indians, which may contribute much, not 
only to their civilization, but to their evangelization. Ten 
thousand dollars annually have been appropriated by Con- 
gress for the establishment of Schools among them. By this 
act it is required that the plan of education embrace, for the 
boys, in addition to reading, writing, and arithmetic, the prac- 
tical knowledge of agriculture, and of such of the mechanic 
arts as are suited to the condition of the Indians; and for the 
girls, spinning, weaving, and sewing. This your Committee 
consider a very judicious regulation, and perfectly compatible 
with the duties of Missionaries, if men of families, who might 
be established among them, as teachers in those Schools, whilst 
their wives would assist in the instruction of the girls in their 
appropriate departments. The civilization of the Indians, will 
promote their evangelization. 

Indeed, your Committee are decidedly of opinion, that it is 
the rising generation among the Indians, to whom your attention 
should be chiefly directed; and that the institution of schools 
among them, on the government plan, and under the govern- 
ment patronage, should be your first care. It will be necessary, 
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atthe same time, in the appointment of teachers, to select suit- 
able persons, with a view to the ulterior object of Christian in- 
struction, both to the youth and the adult; which object, itis 
evident, will be greatly promoted by means of a common lan- 
guage; by the influence whicha teacher will have over the 
youth; and by the free access which will be gained, through 
them, to their parents and friends. This is the course which 
has been pursued by our missionary brethren of the British 
Connexion, in the island of Ceylen, and your Committee believe 
with great success. 

Several denominations have already availed themselves of 
the proffered aid ef Government above mentioned, and have 
flourishing schools, of a missionary character, now in operation, 
among different tribes. 

The American board of Commissioners for foreign missions, 
have an establishment of this kind on the Chickamaugah, in the 
Cherokee country ; and another among the Choctaws. At the 
first are about one hundred Indian children, and at the second 
from forty to sixty. This Board have also directed their atten- 
tion to the country west of the Mississippi; and an establish- 
ment similar to those above named is already in a state of for- 
wardness there. Besides these, branches are organizing in dif- 
ferent parts of the Cherokee and Choctaw countries; and meas- 
ures are in operation to establish two other principal schools, 
one for the benefit of the Creeks, and the other for the Chicka- 
saws. 

The Baptist society have a school in Kentucky,'at the Great 
Crossings, to which fifteen or twenty Indian children have been 
sent from the Indian country: and they are about to organize 
a school at the Valley Towns, in the Cherokee country. 

At Spring-place, in the Cherokee nation, there has been a 
school for fourteen years, under the care of the Moravians ; 
which is said to have been productive of much good. | 

The United Foreign Mission Society of New York, are about 
organizing a school west of the Mississippi, and also for the ben- 
efit of the emigrant Cherokees. It is supposed they will go 
into operation in the course of this spring and summer. 

Your Committee had felicitated themselves on the pleasing 
and inviting openings for such institutions which had appear- 
ed, particularly among the Wyandots; of which tribe, many, 
er: the instrumentality of our missions, have already been 
turned from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 


unto God. But whilst we have been delaying, others have 
stepped in. The Agent of that tribe has informed a member of 
your Committee, that he has written to the Secretary of War 
to place the proportion of the ten thousand dollars per annum, 
allowed by Congress, which may be allotted to that agency, at 
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the disposal of the Committee of Friends, on Indian concerns, 
in this city; and they have it in contemplation to open three 
schools, the ensuing summer, in the said agency. 

Your Committee hope not to be understood as expressing 
any regret at the zeal of other denominations in so good a cause. 
Far from it. The mention of this is intended rather to provoke 
ourselves to love, and to good works. There yet is room. 

From the above sketch it will be seen how the spirit of mis- 
sions is diffusing itself in our country. It ought to be cherish- 
ed, and rightly directed. If we do not cherish it, others will. 
It is of God, and will prevail. 

Indeed, many of the Indians themselves, bordering on our 
improved settlements, are roused to a sense of their deplorable 
condition. With outstretched arms they cry to us and say, 
“‘ Come and help us!” Your Committee believe it a call of 
Providence, which should be obeyed. With these views, they 
submit the following Resolutions, viz. 

Resolved, by the Delegates of the Annual Conferences, in 
General Conference assembled, 

Ist. That this Conference do highly approve of the institu- 
tion of the Missionary Society, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, in the city of New-York, and, on the recommendation 
of the Managers thereof, do agree to, and adopt the following 


CONSTITUTION, (viz.) 


Article 1. This Association shall be denominated “ Tue Mis- 
SIONARY Society OF THE Metuopist Episcopa, Cuurcu ;” 
the object of which is, to enable the several Annual Conferen- 
ces more effectually to extend their missionary labours through- 
out the United States, and elsewhere. 

Article 2. The business of this Society shall be conducted by 
a President, thirteen Vice Presidents, Clerk, Recording and 
Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, and thirty two Managers, 
all of whom shall be members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. The President, first two Vice Presidents, Clerk, 
Secretaries, Treasurer, and the thirty-two Managers, shall be 
elected by the Society annually ; and each annual Conference 
shall have the privilege of appointing one Vice President from 
its own body. 53 

Article 3. Thirteen members at all meetings of the-hoard of 
Managers, and twenty five at all meetings of the Society, shall 
be a quorum. 

Article 4. The Board shall have authority to make by-laws 
for regulating its own proceedings, fill up vacancies that may 
occur during the year, and shall present a statement of its trans- 
actions and junds to the Society at its annual meeting; and 
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also lay before the General Conference, a report of its transae- 
tions for the four preceding years, and state of its funds. 

Article 5. Ordained Ministers of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, whether travelling or local, being members of the So- 
ciety, shall be ex-officio members of the board of Managers, and 
be entitled to vote in all meetings of the Board. 

Article 6. The board of Managers shall have authority, 
whenever they may deem it expedient and requisite, to procure 
Bibles and Testaments for distribution, on such terms as they 
may judge most advisable, provided they shall not at any time 
apply to this object more than one third of the amount of the 
funds received for the current year. 

Article 7. Each subscriber paying two dollars annually, shall 
be a member; and the payment of twenty dollars at one time, 
shall constitute a member for life. 

Article 8. Auxiliary Societies, embracing the same objects 
with this, shall, if they request it, be supplied with Bibles and 
Testaments at cost; provided the same shall not amount to 
more than one third the monies received from such Auxiliary 
Societies, and that after supplying their own districts with Bi- 
bles and Testaments, they shall agree to place their surplus 
funds at the disposal of this Society. 

Article 9. The annual meeting of the Society shall be held 
on the third Monday in April 

Article 10. The President, Vice Presidents, Clerk, Secre- 
taries, and ‘T'rcasurer for the time being, shall be ex-officio 
members of the board of Managers. 

Article 11. At all meetings of the Society, and of the Board, 
the. President, or in his absence, the Vice President first on the 
list then present, and in the absence of all the Vice Presidents, 
such member as shall be appointed by the meeting for that 
purpose, shall preside. 

Article 12. The minutes of each meeting shall be signed by 
the Chairman. 

Article 13. The Treasurer of this Society, under the direc- 
tion of the Board of Managers, shall give information to the 
Superintendents annually, or oftener if the Managers judge it 
expedient, of the state of the funds, and of the amount for which 
drafts may be made thereon, for the Missionary purposes 
contemplated by this Constitution; agreeably to which infor- 
mation the Superintendents shall have authority to draw on the 
Treasurer for the same, and to pay over the amount to the Mis- 
sionary or Missionaries appointed by them, either wholly at 
once, or by instalments, at the discretion of the Superintendents ; 
provided the drafts of all the Superintendents together shall 
not amount to more than the sum thus authorized to be drawn 
for, and that the appropriation for the support of any Mission- 
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ary or Missionaries shall always be regulated by the rules 
which now are or hereafter may be established for the support 
of other Itinerant Ministers and Preachers of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church; and provided also that the Phi cam pe 
and payments which may be made by the Superintendents un- 
der this Article, shal! be communicated as soon as_ practicable 
thereafter to the Board of Managers for insertion in their an- 
nual report. 

Article 14. This Constitution shall not be altered but by the 
General Conference, on the recommendation of the board of 


Managers. 


Resolved, &c. 2dly. That it be, and hereby is, earnestly re- 
commended to all the Annual Conferences, to take such mea- 
sures as they may deem most advisable, for the establishment of 
Branch Societies, Auxiliary to the Parent Methodist Mission- 
ary Society at New-York, in all convenient and practicable 
places within their bounds ; and that it be the duty of the Gene- 
ral Superintendents to communicate this recommendation to the 
said Conferences, and to use their best endeavours and influence 
to have it carried into speedy and general effect. 

Resolved, &c. 3dly. That this Conference do fully approve 
of the plan of education for the civilization of the Indians, re- 
quired by a Circular, in Conformity with an Act of Congress, 
issued from the Department of War, by the Hon. J. C. Cal- 
houn, on the 3d of September, 1819, and by a supplement there- 
to issued from the same department on the 29th of February 
last; and that they do hereby authorize the General Superin- 
iendents of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and any others, 
who, under their direction, may be engaged in establishing, or- 
ganizing, or conducting such school, or schools, to act in cen- 
formity therewith. 

Resolved, &c. 4thly. That the Superintendents be, and here- 
by are, requested to keep in view the selection of a suitable 
Missionary station—westwardly or southwestwardly—where a 


person may be appointed as soon as they may deem it expe- 


dient, to have charge of the Missions, which are or may be in 
that directien, in the absence of the General Superintendents. 
Resolved, &c. S5thly. That a more particular and regular at- 
tention ought to be paid to the instruction of the destitute souls 
in our cities, towns, and country places; and that the same be, 
and is hereby earnestly urged on all our Preachers who may 
be appointed to such places respectively ; and more especially 
in stations, where such instructions may be given with the great- 
est regularity and effect ; 1n which good cause the said Preach- 
ers are advised and requested, by all prudent and affectionate 
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means,,to engage, as far as possible, the aid of our Brethren, 


the Local Preachers. 

Resolved, &c. 6thly. That this Conference do highly ap- 
prove of the pious zeal which caused the institution of the Mite 
Society of Philadelphia, for promoting Domestic and Foreign 
Missions; that the thanks of this Conference be, and hereby 
are, rendered to the said Society for the same, and for their 
friendly address to this Conference on the subject; but that, 
having adopted a modified Constitution of a Missionary Society, 
to be established in New-York, from the objects of which the 
publishing of Bibles has been separated, for the reasons con- 
tained in the said Address trom Philadelphia, and also on the 
recommendation of the Society in New-York, and contemplating 
very important advantages from having the Parent Missionary 
Society located where the Book-Concern is conducted, so that 
the Editor and General Book-Steward, for the time being, may 
always be Treasurer thereof, this General Conference do res- 
pectfully and affectionately recommend to the Society in Phila- 
delphia to become Auxiliary to thet in New-York. 

All which is respectfully submittted. 


Wu. Rywanp, Chairman. 
Baltimore, May 45, 1820. 
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BAPTISM OF THE TWO CINGALESE YOUNG MEN, FORMERLY PRIESTS 
OF BUDHU. ‘ 


From Missionary Notices, No. 52, for April, 1820. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. R. Newton, dated Liverpool, 
March 14, 1820. 


I gladly avail myself of the earliest opportunity of giving you 
some information respecting one of the most interesting reli- 
gious services | ever witnessed. In the morning of last Lord’s 
day, March 12, the two young men from Ceylon, late priests of 
Budhu, who, during the last eighteen months, have been under 
the care and instruction of Dr. Clarke, were, by baptism, re- 
ceived into the Christian church. Although no previous an- 
nouncement had been made to the public, yet, in consequence 
of private intimations circulated among friends, the Brunswick 
chapel was crowded to excess. Having gone through the or- 
dinary morning service, as prescribed in the Book of Common 
Prayer, Dr. Clarke then gave the congregation a circuinstan- 
tial account of the two strangers who appeared before them ; 
their dedication to the temple of Budhu in their early -youth, 
the rapid progress they made in the languages, learning, and 
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religion of their country ;—their advancement from the lower 
to the higher order of the Budhist priesthood,—their contin- 
ued, and ardent thirst for knowledge,—their beginning to be 
dissatisfied with their own, and also with that of the Bramuni- 
cal religion which they examined ; their application to a priest 
of Budhu, celebrated for his learning and talents, to know his 
opinion of Christianity, who said to them, * The religion of 
Budhu is the moon ; Christianity is the sun!*? The Doctor 
then remarked on their providentially meeting with a copy of 
the New Testament in the Cingalese language, which they care- 
fully read : how much they were struck with the character and 
ministry of Jesus Christ, as recorded by the evangelists ;—the 
resolution they formed to abandon their temples with all their 

ecuniary resources ;—and if possible, to come to England, 
where they knew Christianity is professed, and where they ex- 
pected to see this Divine religion shine in all the effulgence of 
its own glory. The Doctor then noticed their application 
to Sir Alexander Johnston to take them with him to this coun- 
try—their arrival in London when the Doctor was in town,— 
his interview with Sir Alexander, and subsequently with our 
Missionary Committee, with the circumstances which led to 
their being confided to his care. He then gave an account of 
the proficiency they had made in the English language, their 
total abandonment of heathenism—and their progress in Chris- 
tian knowledge and in Christian experience ;—their desire to 
be baptized, and the hope which they entertained, that on their 
return to the East, they might communicate to their country- 
men the momentous yerities of the religion of Christ. The 
Doctor then proceeded to administer the ordinance of holy bap- 
{ism according to the form of the Church of England. The 
elder, at his own particular request, was named Adam Sirrah 
Goonna Munhi Rathana, and the younger Alexander Dherma 
Rama. Having received the initiatory ordinance they were 
most affectionately recognized by the Doctor before the congre- 
gation, as Christian Brethren. ‘They then repaired to the Lord’s 
table to receive the memorials of the body and blood of Christ. 
We were all deeply affected while * shewing forth the Lord’s 
death.”? Indeed the whole service was most solemn and impres- 
sive. ‘“* The power of the Lord was eminently present.” 
Many were the tears which were shed, and the prayers which 
were offered up on the occasion. Lively gratitude for the bles- 
sings of the gospel which we enjoy,—a strong feeling of com- 
misseration for the perishing heathen,—an earnest desire to 


communicate to them the knowledge of ‘the common salva- © 


tion,’’—and an ardent hope that the two individuals who had 
just “made a good profession before many witnesses,’’ might 
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be instrumental in promoting this glorious consummation, were 
the sentiments in which the whole congregation appeared to in- 
dulge. But you should have been present, you should have 
heard, and seen, and felt, as we did, to form any adequate idea 
of the uncommon interest which was excited. | have since 
conversed with both the young men, and am fully satisfied that 
the administration of the outward and visible sign, has been ac- 
companied with the “inward and spiritual grace.” 


The following are extracts from a more circumstantial account 
of this solemn service, by a person present, arrived. subse- 
quently to Mr. Newton’s communication. 


After Dr. Cla:ke had, in a solemn and impressive manner, 
read the morning service, which served as an excellent prepa- 
ration for the still more solemn one yet before him; he gave a 
short account of these very interesting strangers. ‘The eldest 
was born near Point de Galle, in the island of Ceylon, and was 
sent to the celebrated temple of Matura, when about six years 
of age, where he received his instruction, not only in his mater- 
nal language, but also in the Patois Portuguese, the Pali, the Ta- 
mul, and the Sanscrit. Having naisead through the proper 
forms, he became Gannunaxie, or priest, and in process of time 
Theerunanxie, or High Priest, and had, previously to his com- 
ing to England, been constituted High Priest in the temple of 


Doodanahuveh, near Galle. The younger was born near Co- - 


lombo, in the same island, entered the temple at about the same 
age, went also through the usual forms, and was made Ganaun- 
anxie, and was for five years Theerunanxie, previously to his 
leaving his native country, his family and his gods, and was 
High Priest in the same temple with the former; his mind is al- 
so highly cultivated in all the learning of his native country. 
They are cousins-german, and are of the second class, called 
the Carava class; the first being the Goigama; but these two 
classes are so near in point of honour and respect, that they 
often mingle in social intercourse, and the several families of 
each not unfrequently intermarry ; a circumstance peculiar only, 
to those two classes in the island. 7 3 

The translation of the New Testament into Cingalese got 
into the hands of the two Cingalese, who, having naturally cu- 
rious and inquiring minds, read it with great care and attention, 
and were deeply struck with the character of our blessed Lord ; 
and from his history were led to contemplate Him as the most 
wise and benevolent of Beings. Their attention thus roused, 
they inquired and sought deeper still into the truths of our holy 
religion ; and in proportion to their inquiry, so was their reli- 
ance in their belief of Budhooism shaken. Still, however, they 
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could not see, for they mutually examined and perused this 
translation of our Testament together, how they could, without 
subjecting themselves to privations and hardships, make any 
profession of their growing attachment to Christianity while in 
their own temple ; but the desire to know it yet more fully in- 
duced them to wish to visit that happy country where they knew 
it was the established religion, and of which they had formed 
the highest conceptions. Hearing that Sir A. Johnston was 
about to return to Europe on account of his lady’s ill health, 
they agreed to request him to allow them to accompany him to 
England. Previously to this they had no personal acquaintance 
with that gentleman, but they knew the philanthrophy and ex- 
cellence of his character ; they saw the interest he took in the 
amelioration of the civil condition of their country ; they knew 
him as the first establisher of our noble English trial by Jury in 
Ceylon, and the paius he had himself taken to acquire a knowl- 
edge of the Tamul language, in order to the impartial admin- 
istration of justice. To this gentleman they went; he treated 
them with his known politeness and tenderness, but could not, 
upon their explanation of their wishes, find any motive suffi- 
ciently powerful to justify him in taking the proposed step, know- 
ing but little of the men; he therefore refused. Again and a- 
gain they urged him, but he as constantly refused to grant them 
their request. After the ship which was to convey Sir A. 
Johnston and his family was under weigh, these two priests, un- 
daunted in their resolution even by such great obstacles, put off 
ina boat and joined the vessel, without having had an oppor- 
tunity of bidding adieu to their parents and friends. They 
found, however, a kind reception from Sir A. J. who protected 
them on their voyage from all insult, supplied their wants, but at 
the same time put their resolution and sincerity to the strong- 
est proof. He took care to pay them no particular respect ; 
they ate of the most homely fare, and slept on a mat, &c. All 
this they did without one complaint, so great was their thirst 
for spiritual instruction, going in quest of a religion of which 
they knew so little, and yet were willing for its sake to relin- 
quish their honours, glebe lands, parents, and country. But 
previously to this, 1 should have remarked, added the Doc- 
tor, that upon their coming away, they consulted an old and 
very learned priest, concerning his opinion relative to the com- 
parative merits of Budhooism and Christianity, from whom they 
received this singular answer: addressing Dherma, who had 


Ate the question, he said, “ Oh Dherma, the religion of 
Budhoo is the moon, but the religion of Jesus is the sun.” 

Dr. Clarke having stated the circumstances of their arrival in 
England, and their being placed under his care by the Mission- 
ary Committee, described the difficulty he found in conveying 
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instruction to them. ‘They knew no English, nor indeed any 
other European tongue, and he was unacquainted with Cinga- 
lese or Tamul, and as to the Patois Portuguese, which they knew, 
it was so different from the genuine Portuguese, that they could 
not understand the latter when either spoken or read. 

Dr. C. next spoke of the ardent application of the young 
men to their sition and the depth and extent of their profi- 
ciency. In reading, they had gone beyond what could at all 
have been expected for the time, and can read, and in general 
understand the Bible and Testament. Though they had pre- 
viously known nothing of writing, (their own being a sort of 
engraving, with a steel poiot upon the talipot leat.) yet they 
can now write well in English, and have gone through a gener- 
al course of common arithmetic, and have acquired a good no- 
tion of the principles of Geography and Astronomy. 

In religious matters, he said their improvement had been 
great. Of the grand principles of the Christian Religion they 
havea clear and accurate knowledge. From idolatry and all its 
concomitants, they are completely saved, and believe most con- 
scientiously the whole system of Divine Revelation. Their fa- 
vourite doctrine of Metempsychosis or Transmigration of Souls, 
they have totally abandoned ; and the Doctor stated, that he 
firmly believed that they had not remaining the slightest ves- 
tige of their ancient religious prejudices, nor the slightest doubt 
concerning the Truth of Christianity. 

He farther observed, that their hearts as well as their heads, 
had experienced a powerful change; they loved prayer and the 
reading of the Holy Scriptures, and often experienced gracious 
influences of the Divine Spirit on their minds ; though fre- 
quently they were cast down respecting their religious state ; 
and especially at their supposed slow advances in religious 
knowledge and feeling ; deploring the sinfulness of their own 
hearts, of which God seemed to have given them a clear dis- 
covery ; leading them into all the chambers of the house of im- 
agery, and shewing them the idols set up in the heart against 
the worship of the true God. Ezekiel viii. 7—10. 

Dr. Clarke then observed, that they had long and earnestly 
desired to be received into the Christian Church by baptism ; 
into the nature and end of which he had taken care to give 
them the fullest instructions, in order that he might be satisfied 
that they clearly understoed the whole. 

a spoken pretty much at large concerning these foreign- 
ers, the Doctor then adverted to the doctrine of Christian bap- 


tism. After he had, on this highly important topic, dwelt for. 
a considerable length, he left the desk, and came to the font 
where the Priests were standing, and immediately gave out the ~ 
hymn beginning thus ; 
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‘‘ Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
!n solemn power come down.” 


When he came to the following lines, 


‘* See these sinful worms of earth, 
Bless to them the cleansing flood,” &c. 


he laid his hands upon their heads; when they were immedi- 
ately melted into tears, and the whole congregation appeared, 
by the eagerness of their attention, and their death-like still- 
ness, to feel as if the power of the Highest was indeed over- 
shadowing them. 

Dr. Clarke then proceeded regularly through the whole ser- 
vice for the Baptism of Adults ; to the respective questions in 
which the young men, though deeply affected, made answer 
clearly, and distinctly, and with much animation. This done, 
they both kneeled down, and were baptised in the Name of the 
Holy Trinity. The eldest by computation, now about twenty- 
nine years of age, earnestly requested to have the name of his 
Christian instructor prefixed to his own; and was accordingly 
baptized Adam Sirrah Goano Munhi Rathana. The youngest. 
now twenty-seven years of age, wishing to take the name ot 
his patron, the Honorable Sir Aornndae Johnston, was bap- 
tized Alexander Dherma Rama. : 

The Doctor then most earnestly and affectionately commen- 
ded thein to the prayers of the congregation ; that not only the 
Divine presence might influence and bless them, but that God 
would have them in his holy care and keeping during their ap- 
proaching voyage, taking them in safety and peace to their des- 
tined place ; but also protect and support them under all the dif- 
ficulties and trials which, as Christians, and so peculiarly cir- 
cumstanced as they were, they would necessarily experience: 
and every heart in the congregation, I believe, was immediate- 
ly lifted up most fervently to God on their behalf. 

Having concluded the service, Dr. Clarke took each of them 
by the hand, saying ‘‘ By this baptism administered to you in 
the Name of the most holy Trinity, and by the suffrages of this 
congregation, I admit you into the Christian Church.” 

During the principal part of this service, there were few, if 
any, of the many hundreds assembled, who were not in tears. 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was then administered 
to them, and to many hundreds of persons by Dr. Clarke and Mr. 
Newton. 

Ihave since heard that Alexander Dherma Rama, who, 
through fear of death, had been subject to bondage, had, during 
this service, his fear taken entirely away! O! said he, “I not 
fear to die now: if I die, I go straight to the kingdom of God.” 
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Adam Munhi Rathana, upon his returning to his room, prostra- 
ted himself on the floor, and spent a long time in prayer and 


praise. 


Thus ended a service which to me and to many will be had in 
everlasting remembrance, and with it a scene I can never again 
hope to witness ; had you no other fruit of your Missionary 
exertions than the conversion of these two Priests, you would 
most unquestionably have reason to laud and magnify God, who 
thus put it into your hearts and those of your brethren to send 


Missionaries to the island of Ceylon. 
| _ 


Tue following is an extract from the journal of Mr. New- 
STEAD, Of Ceyzton, taken from the Missionary Notices, No. 


51, for March, 1820. 


ACCOUNT OF THE CONVERSION AND BAPTISM OF A YOUNG 
HEATHEN OF CEYLON. 


March 15. This morning, at our English service, a heathen, 
about 28 years old, was received into the Christian Church, by 
the ordinance of baptism, and named Cornelius Robert. At 
his own request he gave the following statement of his experi- 
ence, and of the reasons which induced him to wish for bap- 
tism: That his parents and family, with himself, were all hea- 
thens,: i. e. professed Budhists, and consequently ignorant of 
every thing relative to Christianity. That about two years 
ago, a Christian School was established in his village (Tempelee,) 
and sometime after the catechist master sent him an order to as- 
semble all the people in his village, both Heathens and Chris- 
tians (so called) to hear preaching; he himself also attended, 
and while hearing the sermon, was “ trying in his mind to un- 
derstand it,” he immediately felt struck with the goodness of the 
things which he was hearing. He then strove to compare all he 
knew of the religion of Budhu with the Christian religion, and 
said, that as he examined, he could find “ neither beginning nor 
end” to Budhism ; but all was * confusion,”’ so that he could find 
‘no reason for it.”” On the contrary, the Christian religion 
seemed to “shine to him as the full moon,” he seemed as if 
“before he was quite dark within, and as if sudden light was dart- 
ed into his mind.”? From that time, he began to read the 
Christian Scriptures in the Ciagalese language, and to pray to 
the Christian’s God, and to see more and more that he was a 
sinner against God,” and only could be saved through Jesus 
Christ, the Saviour of the world, as taught in the Holy Scrip- 
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tures. He earnestly desired baptism from that time: ‘ Not,’ 
he said, “ that he thought that alone would save his soul,’’ for 
he looked to be saved through the faith which God should give 
him, in his son Jesus Christ ; only he wished in this Christian 
way to be received into the Christian Church, and be acknowl- 
edged, and looked upon as a Christian. He hoped, he said, that 
no one would think he took this step to be capable of any office, 
or place, or honour, or any worldly motive whatever, (a thing very 
common with the Cingalese who use Christian ordinances as a 
Stepping stone, or ladder of preferment or gain,) but only in the 
way of saving his soul, and confessing Christianity.” All this he 
said, through the interpreter, with the utmost clearness and com- 
posure, and with much apparent devotion in his looks and de- 
portment. He also gave several very consistent and proper 
answers to the questions proposed to him. Amongst which he 
declared his solemn belief in the Divinity and Atonement of our 
Lord Jesus ; his power and willingness to save all the human 
race, and particularly himself. Again, that one part of his 
strong conviction of the duty of being a Christian, after- 
wards arose from comparing the lives and conduct of Heathens 
and Christians ; that he saw the heathens living almost as the 
beasts, while those who were taught in the Christian religion, 
were in all things far better. Again, that he believed, though he 
somuch wished to be baptized, that if God should call him to die 
before he was baptized, he should be saved without it, if he had 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; which faith he believed, would 
save him, though he felt himself to be a sinner before God. As 
he kneeled down to be baptized, he was evidently much affected, 
and his first act on rising was to lift his hands and eyes, and ut- 
ter loud praises to God, regardless of all around. One who 
stood near him, remarked that he afterwards looked round him 
on the congregation with the most altered smile of satisfaction, 
as if he would say “I rejoice that I am no longer shut out from 
you.”? After a short address to him, in which I laid particular 
stress on the example he should present to his village as a Chris- 
tian, from his own remark relative to the difference he had ob- 
served between Heathens and Christians, I presented to him a 
new Cingalese Testament, with his new Christian name inscribed 
in it, with which he was greatly pleased. With the whole of 
this interesting affair, I could not but be highly gratified, and 
deeply affected, and was powerfully reminded by several par- 


ticulars in it, of Acts x. 34, 35, and of Rom. ii. 14, 15. On 
both of which parts of Holy Writ, this circumstance is surely 
an affecting and lively comment. “For I say unto you, that 
God is able of these stones, to raise up children unto Abraham.” 
This man is now one of oar native schoolmasters. 
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3 For the Methodist Magazine. 


ACCOUNT OF THE WORK OF GOD IN CHILLICOTHE. 
Chillicothe, May 3, 1820. . 


REV. AND DEAR BROTHER, 


I str down, agteeably to your request, to perform the 
pleasing task of giving you a brief account of the present state 
of religion in our Church in this borough, and more particularly 
of the progress of the work of God within the last few months. 

You will recollect that I communicated to you, about 2 year 
since, an account of the great revival of religion during the 
winter of 1818—19, which was published in the Methodist 
Magazine, for June, 1819. That period forms quite an epoch 
in the histery of our Society here. In the summer of 1818, it 
consisted of about one hundred members; and in less than one 

ear there were added about three hundred and twenty new mem- 
bers! The Society has continued in a flourishing state since 
that time; an unusually large proportion of the new members 
(most of whom were young persons) remaining “ Stedfast in the 
faith, giving glory to God;” and exemplifying in their lives 
and conversation the sincerity of their profession and the gen- 
uineness of their piety. 

It has pleased God, in the riches of his goodness and mer- 
cy, to visit us again with an pe, of the Holy Spirit.— 
During the last winter, an increased solemnity and attention in 
the public worship of God, was very apparent. In the month 
of February a few cases of convictions and conversions occur- 
red, and a few added to the church. In March the work of Di- 
vine Grace became more apparent, and considerably increased. 
The altar was often crowded with mourners, crying to God for 
mercy; and at almost every mecting, some were made parta- 
kers of justifying grace. Many who had remained impenitent 
throughout the great revival last year, were now cut to the 
heart, and brought to cry out, “ What must I do to be saved ?”° 
The Divine Presence, as in the former revival, rested upon the 
assembly at most meetings for public worship ; and on some oc- 
casions to such a degree as to cause sinners fo tremble, while 
the people of God rejoiced exceedingly. The number who 
joined themselves to the church that month was very consider- 
able. You will, I am sure, recollect with pleasure the quarterly 
meeting which you held with us on the 2nd of April. On that 
day, twenty-two members were added to the church. ‘The 
whole number of new members received, during the months 
of March and April, is upwards of fifty; one half at least of 
this number have experienced the efficacy of the gospel of 
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had 
Christ, in being “the power of God to salvation, to those who 
believe.”? The work of Grace still continues ; though not in 
that degree it did in March. Precious souls are still brought 
to the “ knowledge of the truth ;?? and there is much reason to 
be encouraged at the prospect of the returns of the “ times of 
refreshing from the presence of the Lord.” 

There is one or two cases of the power of Divine Grace, 
in this revival which may be worthy of particular notice. The 
man who had been sometime employed in finishing our new 
Meeting-house, together with his family and all his hands who 
were at work on the Meeting-house, have embraced religion, 
and been brought to experience its efficacy to the joy of their 
souls. They are all very steady and good men, and will doubt- 
less be ornaments to their profession. Another case which I 
will mention, is somewhat similar,—-Brother L *s partner 
(Mr. M -) and, with the exception of one, all the hands 
employed in their shop, who were not previously professors of 
religion, have been made the happy subjects of redeeming 
grace, and joined themselves to the church—making in this one 
Mechanic’s shop, about a dozen witnesses for Jesus! 

These are ‘the Lord’s doings, and they are marvellous in 
our eyes.”?> We are truly a highly favoured people. The 
Lord has “turned again our captivity ;?? He has “ enlarged our 
borders and strengthened our stakes ;”’ “‘ He hath put our feet 
upon a rock, and established our goings; and he hath put a 
new song in our mouths, even praises unto our God.”’ 








All hail the power of Jesus name! 


and let us all 


Join in the universal song, 
And crown him Lord of all. 


I remain, my dear, and much esteemed brother, 
Yours, &c. 
SAMUEL WILLIAMS. 


Rev. Jown Coxeins. 
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fit the soul for the contemplation of the sublime truths of the 

ospel. A young man who is a slave to his belly, is a poor 
Ce creature; he can never rise to any thing useful or honoura- 
ble in life. 


‘‘The highest heaven of his pursuit, 
Is to live equal with the brute.”’ Watts. 


Impurity or unchastity is the most dreadful enemy to our 
souls; all unchaste passions and appetites take away the heart 
and spirit of a man; they darken our understanding ; debauch 
our reason; and pérvert all great and generous pursuits. A 
young man in the fever of lust is no more fit to study the Scrip- 
tures, and preach the gospel, than a man that is mad witha 
raging fever in his brain, or a lunatic in Bedlam. 

When I consider how many students and preachers have 


fallen by the sin of unchastity, | could wish to weep in tears of 


blood, and drown this Bible with my tears. My dear young 
friends, let me exhort you to preserve the dignity of your budies ; 
preserve the utmost chastity of body, soul, and imagination ; 
always remember th:t chastity in a student and a preacher, is 
saashchs as essential to our honour and usefulness, as chastity 
in a virgin. And it is impossible, | say, it is utterly impossi- 
ble, for any man ever to be a_ successful and worthy 
preacher, without being entirely, and for ever chaste. Oh! 
Sirs, remember that one unclean action may stab your honour, 
and ruin your importance and usefulness for life. » 

Our great Master, who knows our frame, knew what he said 
when he cautioned his own disciples: ‘“* Take heed, and beware, 
lest your heart be overcharged with surfeiting and drunkenness,” 
Luke xxi. 34. “Flee youthful lusts,’ 2 Tim. ii. 22. “* Abstain 
from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul,’ 1 Pet. ii. 11. 
Ostervald against Uncleanness, to which is annexed, an admi- 
rable Discourse on the Dignity of Chastity, is a book of admi- 
rable use. To which I could add Dr. Evans on Purity, and 
Mr. Henry’s Sermon against Uncleanness, with Dr. Watts? 
most pungent and alarming Poem against lewdness, in his mis- 
cellaneous Thoughts. My great concern for your honour and 
happiness, is the reason why I am so earnest on this head of my 
discourse : and let me close with this remark, that the Spirit of 
God loves a chaste soul, and he never will dwell in a lustful 
heart! 

3. Laziness, or indolence of body and mind. Laziness con- 
sists In sauntering about, and doing nothing at all, or in do- 
ing things that have no respect or tendency to our main end in 
life; and it is hard to say which is worst, to do nothing, or to 
do nothing to good purpose. A lazy student will make a mean 


and worthless minister ; and a worthless insipid preacher will be 
Vou. I. 32 
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a contemptible wretch in the eyes of all wise men: he will be 
despised by the judicious part of his audience ; yea, the most 
ignorant part of his people will despise him; and he will soon 
become a vagabond, and the burden and plague of the churches 
of Christ. 

It is a matter of eternal importance for a student, or a young 
minister, to know how to employ every part of his time in so 
discreet and advantageous a manner, as to preserve his health of 
body and cheerfulness of mind, and to make all his various stu- 
dies subservient to his grand end, the glory of Christ, and the 
happiness of souls. 

4. Imprudence, is another sad hindrance to our being in the 
things of God. 

Prudence consists in proposing the very best end, and in using 
the best means to attain that end. Imprudence is the reverse of 
this, it consists in proposing a wrong end, or. in using unfit 
means to attain a right one; the height of folly or imprudence 
appears in neglecting both means and end: a man that uses 
wrong means to attain a right end is half'a fool; but a man that 
uses bad means to attain a bad end, or neglects both right means 
and a right end, is a finished fool. 

Prudence will guard us from those foolish actions which hurt 
our temper, our studies, our character and usefulness. I will 
just mention a few instances of imprudence which persons in 
your situation are very liable to fall into, unless the most reso- 
lute prudence guard you against them. Such are night studies. 
Dr. Owen used to say he would give all the knowledge he had 
gained by sitting up at night studies for a good share of health 
in the last years of his life. Dr. Watts laments his error of the 
same kind tn his Sermon on Prudence. Mr. Hervey ruined his 
constitution by night studies, and languished out his days under 
the greatest weakness. Mr. Topiady evidently destroyed his 
fine health, and brought on speedy death at thirty-eight years of 
age, by a most imprudent pursuit of knowledge, oftentimes for 
whole nights. One of your predecessors in this seminary, Mr. 
Thomas Williams, a man of the first-rate powers, killed himself 
at the age of twenty-three, by night studies. I once asked Dr. 
Gill by what means and methods he attained such vast degrees 
of learning? He replied, “I never took any extraordinary meth- 
ods in my life, 1 always went to bed ul amas as other people 


do.”? J] wish you may all be so wise as to imitate his example. 
{am ashamed to mention the folly of beginning courtships in 
the course of your studies: there is so much nonsense in it, it is 
so disgraceful to your character, and so injurious to your atten- 
tion, that I hope no young man will be guilty of it. 
An wl choice of books, and buying too many books, is another 
instance of imprudence which you are very liable to. I believe 
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have all men to be saved, and who has no pleasure in the death 
of sinners.”? But say you,—If God wills the salvation of all 
men, then all will be saved, for who can resist His will? To 
which I reply,--What will be the ground of condemnation to 
infidels, in the day of Judgment ? Will it not be their having, in 
opposition to the most solemn injunction of the Almighty, vol- 
untarily rejected the mercy of God in Jesus Christ; and will 
not their guilty consciences then rise in testimony against them, 
inasmuch as they will stand self-condemned before their Judge ? 
No apology then on account of the decrees of God or of Adam’s 
sin. No excuse on the ground that God mocked them with 
common grace, when special was necessary. Nay, “every mouth 
will be stopped, and all will become guilty before God.”? He 
continues by saying, “I infer from the harmony of the divine 
erfections, that the God of infinite Justice, never required an 
act of obedience from any of his creatures, without giving or 
promising them power to perform that act. You say, he bids 
the dead live, the lame walk, and the blind to see, without giv- 
ing them life, strength, or light. I say the reprobate (such 
is every impenitent person) rejects these gifts, and in so doin 
he damns himself. And I would also suggest, that although the 
Almighty knew from the beginning, that he would do so, yet 
that knowledge, far from being the cause of his reprobation, is 
to be considered merely as the foresight of the enmity of the 
carnal mind against God. Again, the uncertainty of the fruit- 
fulness of grace in the hearts of men, does not arise from the 
quality of the grace which is given, but from the manner in 


which that grace is received and improved. God sows good. 


seed, bui it is the enemy that sows tares ; God gives no counter- 
feit talents ; but in order that such as he does give, may result 
in the salvation of the soul, they must be improved according to 
his designs.”’ 

He reasons upon the possibility of final apostacy as follows— 
‘‘God’s providence, in preserving the scriptures, and guarding 
them from the errors and innovations of men; as well as the 
history of religion from the earliest period of the church, are 
proofs which combine with the almost innumerable admonitions 
and warnings of Christ and the Apostles, to show that, not only 
the exercise of grace on the part of God, but also vigilance and 
faithfulness on the part of men, are necessary in order that they 
may escape perdition, and obtain the kingdom of God. And 
for want of that vigilance and faithfulness now alluded to, 
men who are in the favour of God, may nevertheless become 
unfruitful in the knowledge and love of God, and perish forever. 
Believers, as branches in Christ, the true vine, may not only be- 
come unfruitful ; but in consequence of their unfruitfulness wil! 
be separated from Christ, and become fuel for the burning. 


{To be continued. } 
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256. ON BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST. 


Scripture WWiustrated. 


FROM THE ENGLISH METHODIST MAGAZINE} 


T'o the Editor of the Methodist Magazine. 


Tue following explanation of the blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost, extracted from a discourse professedly written on the 
subject by the late learned and orthodox Dr. Warertann, if 
favoured with a place in your Miscellany, will, 1 doubt not, be 


highly acceptable to your intelligent readers. 
N. 


“¢ The blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven.” 
Matt. xii. 31. 


I am to examine what the sin or blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost means, and wherein it precisely consists. I say sin or 
blasphemy, because some call it the sin against the Holy Ghost, 
though Scripture itself never calls it any thing but blasphemy ; 
wich is worth observing. For from thence we may be assured, 
that this sin ought to be reckoned among the sins of speech, 
among the offences of the tongue. All the sins which men com- 
mit are reducible to three heads, as being in thought, in word, 
or in deed: now, the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost can 
properly be referred to the second only of the three now men- 
tioned; it lies in words, is committed by speaking, and particu- 
larly by Agee by reviling and defaming the Holy Spi- 
rit of God. It is called, in the 32d verse, speaking against the 
Holy Ghost. And by St. Mark, it appears that the sin consisted 
in something which the pharisees said ; for it is there remarked 
as the sum and substance of the guilt they were chargeable with, 
that they said of Jesus, He hath an unclean spirit. And it is 
farther observable, that our blessed Lord, in the close of his dis- 
course upon that occasion, pronounces thus: “ Every idle word 
that men speak, they shall give an account thereof in the day of 
judgment.”’ Idle words here mean malicious, or impious expres- 
sions ; alluding still to the main subject of his discourse, the 
spiteful and opprobrious words which the pharisees had impi- 
ously thrown out against the Spirit of God. ‘To be short then, 
the sin, or blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, was the belying, 
slandering, or reviling the Divine Spirit by which our Lord 
wrought his miracles, ascribing them to the devil. 

There may be, and there have been several offences commit- 
ted against the Holy Ghost, which yet do not amount to the 
blasphemy against him specified in the text. There is sucha 
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thing as grieving the Holy Spirit, and quenching the Spirit, 
when men refuse to hearken to his counsels, to follow his mo- 
tions, or to obey his calls: but this is not blaspheming him. 
There is also what St. Stephen calls resisting the Holy Ghost, 
which is opposing him with an high hand, and rebelling against 
him, and is a very heavy sin: and yet neither is that the same 
with blaspheming and slandering him, which ts what those phar- 
isees were guilty of. Mnanias and Sapphira grievously affronted 
the Holy Ghost in telling him a lie, either presuming on his ig- 
norance as not knowing it, or upon his patience as if he should 
have connived at it; but yet, that was not so bad as what the 

harisees did in ascribing his works to the devil. The malicious 
telling a lie of him, to defame and slander him, was ashore Bei- 
nous offence than telling a lie to him, under a weak gad foolish 
persuasion. ‘There is also another way of user rag the Holy 
Ghost, by villifying bis operations; which yet comes not up to 
the sin of the text. Upon the day of Pentecost, when the disci- 
ples, full of the Holy Ghost, began to speak ‘* with other tongues 
as the Spirit gave them utterance,” there were some standing by, 
who mocking, said, “* These men are fuli of new wine,”’ villifying 
the operations of the Spirit, as the effects of drunkenness: but 
the men who said it, said it perhaps wantonly or ignorantly, 
rather than spitefully and maliciously. ‘They might not know 
that the disciples really spake with other tongues; but being 
themselves unacquainted with the languages then spoken, they 
took them all to be jargon, such as men might utter under some 
disorder of mind, occasioned by either wine, or by frenzy. But 
the pharisees who are charged with being guilty of blasphemin 
the Holy Ghost, very well knew what they had seen done, couk 
not be accounted fer in a natural way; and yet such was their 
spleen and rage against the Gospel, that they chose rather to 
impute the miracles of our Lord to the devil, than to acknowl- 
edge the Divine hand, which was so visible in them, that they 
themselves could not but see it, had they been at all disposed 
to it. 

I may here also mention Simon Magus, as a person who very 
highly affronted the Holy Ghost, when he offered money for the 
purchasing his miraculous gifts. But neither was that any such 
direct blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, as the text mentions : 
for he had some respect and veneration for the miracles he saw 
wrought, and for the author of them: and was very far from im 
puting them to the assistance of the devil. : 

The blasphemy against the Holy Ghost was something worse 
still than any thing I have yet mentioned: it was defaming the 
Holy Spirit of God, and God himself, under the execrable name 
of agi 3 it was reviling, and that Anowingly and desperately, 
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258 OF THE MUSCLES. 


the divine works, as diabolical operations. In this, as I conceive, 
and in tis precisely consisted that blasphemy, which shall never 
be forgiven, the sin against the Holy Ghost. 


et i 


The Attributes of God Displayed. 


ee 


Extracted fram Paley’s Natural Theology. 


OF THE MUSCLES. 


Muscues, with their tendons, are the instruments by which 
animal motion is performed. It will be our business to point 
out instances in which, and properties with respect to which, the 
disposition of these muscles is as strictly mechanical, as that of 
the wires and strings of a puppet. 

1. We may observe, what | believe is universal, an exact 
relatiun between the joint and the muscles which move it. 
Whatever motion the joint, by its mechanical motion, is capable 
of performing, that motion, the annexed muscles, by their posi- 
tion, are capable of producing. For example; if there be, as at 
the knee and elbow, a hinge-joint capable of motion only in the 
same plane, the leaders, as they are called, 7. e. muscular tendons, 
are placed in directions parallel to the bone, so as, by the con- 
traction or relaxation of the muscles to which they belong, to 
produce that motion, and no other. If these joints were capable 
of a treer motion, there are no muscles to produce it. Whereas, 
at the shoulder and the hip, where the ball and socket joint 
allows, by its construction, of a rotatory or sweeping motion, ten- 
dons are placed in such a position, and pull in such a direction, 
as to produce the motion of which the jointadmits. For instance, 
the sartorious cr tailor’s muscle, rising from the spine, running 
diagonally across the thigh, and taking hold of the inside of the 
bone of the leg, a little below the knee, enables us, by its con- 
traction, to throw one leg and thigh over the other; giving effect, 
at the same time, to the ball and socket joint of the hip, and the 
hinge-joint at the knee. There is, as we have seen, a specific 
mechanism in the bones, for the rotatory of the head and hands : 
there is, also, in the oblique direction of the muscles, belonging to 
them, a specific provision for the putting this mechanism of the 
bones, in action. And mark the consent of uses. ‘The oblique 
muscies would have been inefficient, without that particular,art!- 
culation ; that particular articulation would have been lost, with- 
out the oblique muscles. It may be proper, however. to observe, 
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with respect to the head, although I think it does not vary the 
case, that its oblique motions and inclinations are often motions 
in a diagonal, produced by the joint action of the muscles lying in 
straight directions. But whether the pull be single or combined, 
the articulation is always such, as to be capable of obeying the 
action of the muscles. The oblique muscles attached to the head, 
are likewise so disposed, as to be capable of steadying the globe, 
as well as ofmovingit. The head ofa new-born infant, is often 
obliged to be fillettedup. After death, the head drops and rolls 
in every direction ; so that it is by the equilibre of the muscles, 
by the aid of a considerable and equipollent muscular force in 
constant exertion, that the head maiuatains its erect posture. 
The muscles here supply what would otherwise bea great defect 
in the articulation: for the joint in the neck, although admirably 
adapted to the motion of the head, is insufficient for its support. 
It is not only by the means of a most curious structure of the 
bones that a man turns his head, but by virtue of an additional 
muscular power, that he holds it up. 

As another example of what we are illustrating, viz. conform- 
ity of use between the bones and the muscles, it has been ob- 
served of the different vertebra, that their processes are exact- 
ly proportioned to the quantity of motion which the other bones 
allow of, and which the respective muscles are capable of pro- 
ducing. 

2. A muscle acts only by contraction. Its force is exerted in 
no other way. When the exertion ceases, it relaxes itself, that 
is, it returns by relaxation, to its former state ; but without 
energy. This is the nature of the muscular fibre ; and being so, 
it is evident that the reciprocal energetic motion of the limbs, by 
which we mean motion with force in opposite directions, can only 
be produced by the instrumentality of opposite or antagonist 
muscles ; of flexors and extensors answering to each other. For 
instance, the biceps and brachiaeus internus, muscles placed in 
the front part of the upper arm, by their contraction bend the 
elbow; and with such a degree ot force, as the case requires, or 
the strength admits of. ‘The relaxation of these muscles, after 
the effort, would merely let the fore arm drop down. For the 
back stroke, therefore, and that the arm may not only bend at 
the elbow, but also extend and straighten itself, with force, 
other muscles, the longus and brevis brachiaeus e%ternus, and 
the anconaeus, placed on the hinder part of the arms, by their 
contractile twitch, fetch back the fore-arm into a straight line 
with the cubit, with no less force than that with which it was 
bent out of it. The’same thing obtains in all the limbs, aad in 
every moveable part of the body. A finger is not bent and 
straightened, without the contraction of two muscles taking place. 
Jt is evident, therefore. that the animal functions require that 
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particular disposition of the muscles which we describe by the 
name of antagonist muscles. And they are accordingly so dis- 
posed. Every muscle is provided with an adversary. They 
act like two sawyers in a pit, by an opposite pull: and nothing 
surely can more strongly indicate design, and attention to an 
end, than their being thus stationed, than this collocation. The 
nature of the muscular fibre being what it is, the purposes of the 
animal could be answered by no other. And not only the capa- 
city for motion, but the aspect and symmetry of the body is 
preserved by the muscles being marshalled according to this 
order, e. g. the mouth is hoiden in the middle of the face, and 
its angles kept in a state of exact correspondency, by two 
muscles drawing against, and balancing each other. In a 
hemiphlegia, when the muscle on one side is weakened, the 
muscle on the other side draws the mouth awry. 
(To be Continued. ) 


ee 


AN ACCOUNT OF A STORM. A LETTER TO THE REV. DAVID 
SHARP. 


We were travelling ina deep and narrow valley, not far from . 
the Ohio river. The mutterings of distant thunder had occasion- 
ally filled our ears, for some time before. We came to the foot 
of the hill, more properly, a-small mountain. ‘The ascent was 
pretty steep, but the height was not very great. The mountain 
rising before us, covered the cloud from our view, excepting 
the broken columns which floated before the tempest. We be- 

an to ascend the mountain slowly; but not without some ap- 
prehension, that the storm would approach us, before our arri- 
val at a farm house, which was not far distant. This apprehen- 
sion, at last, induced us to increase our speed. Coming sud- 
denly to the top of the mountain, from whence nature present- 
ed an awful prospect, the mind seemed to be arrested under 
an overwhelming impression, and lost in astonishment. At 
this moment, a few drops of rain fell, and gave us no- 
tice, that it was time to prepare, by putting on our outside 
garments, for the onset of the approaching storm. But before 
we could effect this object, the rain broke upon us with such 
violence, that we were wet to the skin—so that my wife, who 
had an infant in her arms, did not put on hers, but wrapped our 
babe in it. The wind blew with great violence; the rain fell 
in torrents ; the lightnings flamed incessantly around us; while 


the thunder, peal quickly succeeding peal, kept up an uninter- 
rupted roar. The trees were in fearful commotion, bending 


and breaking, and their branches falling on every side. What 
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rendered the scene still more frightful, was, the day seemed to 
be turned into night. The thickness of the clouds which seemed 
to roll upon the earth, and the torrents of rain mixed with a 
large quantity of leaves torn from the trees, obstructed our view 
beyond a fewrods. So fearful was the scene, that our beasts 
refused to go, and turned themselves‘away from the violence of 
the tempest. 

But we were safe—for our God rode on the wings of the 
wind, and directed the fury of the storm. JI adored him with 
rapture. <A flood of heavenly bliss descended into my soul, 
while the rain fell upon my body. I was ready to shout aloud, 
when I beheld the power and majesty of Jehovah, manifested 
in such awfully sublime operations of nature, while I felt the 
overflowings of his love in my heart. From the bursting light- 
nings on every hand, and the falling timber on every side, we 
could but sensibly discover, that our mortal existence was hung 
in awful suspense. Death appeared to be at hand, ready to 
close his jaws upon us ina moment. But this only increased 
the rapture of my soul. On the righteousness of my Redeemer, 
my heart reposed in the sweetest peace. I would have em- 
braced death with extacy, under the assurance of resting eter- 
nally in God. 

At such a moment, how valuable is religion. Its truth and 
excellence appear in all their beauty and splendour. That re- 
ligion which exists, not in floating notions of the brain, but in 
the power of God in the heart, is worth more than thousands of 
worlds. 

After a short time the storm abated; and we arrived in safety 
at the house of a hospitable farmer, grateful for the protection 
of Providence, and resigned to the divine will, with respect to 
‘he time and manner of our removal to a better world. 





C L H. 
oe Kk a 
The Grace of God Manifested. 





From the English Methodist Magazine. 


A SHORT MEMOIR OF MRSe HUNT, LATE OF SALISBURY. 


Tue interest we feel in reading biographical memoirs, varies 
in kind and degree, according to the various subjects whose lives 
are recorded. The accounts of some so abound with accident, 
and paint the vicissitudes of the world in such striking colours, 
that we are drawn as by enchantment through every line of their 
history and regret at the close that it should end so soon, ever 
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when we see nothing in the persons themselves which we partic- 
ularly admire. The lives of others, whose outward circumstances 
have not been marked by the marvellous. or uncommon, forcibl 
display the power of genius and application, and shew us what 
amazing effects may be produced by the solitary and unaided 
operations of individual minds. In others, we behold the trans- 
cendent efficacy of divine grace, subduing and irradicating the 
habits of depravity, infusing the noblest principles of piety and 
benevolence, and seizing on every faculty to promote the service 
and glory of God. The sentiments and feelings excited by a 
contemplation of such different characters, cannot be of the same 
order—they must necessarily differ: but to every serious reader, 
the biography of the Christian will afford infinitely greater 
charms than a narrative of adventures, or a monument to genius. 
But Christian biography itself includes a wide variety. Some 
of its subjects claim our attention on account of the distinguished 
stations they held in the church, and the eminent talents with 
which they were entrusted; others, for their flaming zeal, and 
astonishing success in religious enterprize ; others for their ex- 
traordinary trials and afflictions ; and others, for their early com- 
mencement, steady progress, and constant perseverance in the 
path of life. Persons of this last description, are worthy of pe- 
culiar honour, in however a humbie sphere in life they may have 


moved; because they bore the burden and heat of the day, and 


did not grow weary in well-doing, “ but continued steadfast and 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord.”? Their 
example is a lesson to all. It teaches the young to remember 
their Creator in the morning of their days; it teaches the mid- 
dle-aged to cleave to God, through all the fatigues, anxieties, 
and engagements of life; and it teaches the old to pursue their 
way with unremitting diligence, and increasing celerity. 

In this class we must reckon the subject of this memoir, Mrs. 
Barbara Hunt, who, for 63 years, was a consistent and exem- 
plary member of the Methodist society. She was born at Salis- 
bury, in the year 1736. At two years of age, she lost her father, 
but it was her happiness that her surviving parent was a truly 
pious woman, who offered up many prayers in her behalf, and 
instructed her infant mind in the knowledge of the truth. Hence 
it is not astonishing, that she was a subject of serious impressions 
ata very early age. She did not, however, act the decided part, 
till about her fourteenth year, when she began to make religion 
her one concern; and having given herself to the Lord, she also 
gave herself to his people, by the will of God; and joined the 
Methodist society, a step which she never regretted, but on 
which she often reflected with pleasure and gratitude. This, it 
must be confessed, was an heroical undertaking for a child, at a 
time when the society was very small, and composed chiefly of a 
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few old persons, who were the butt of derision and contempt to 
all the city. Indeed, they had to pass through a scene of fierce 
persecution, and were often obliged to fly from the ungodly rabble 
as with their lives in their bands. ‘The misconduct of Mr. Hall, 
(Mr. Wesley’s brother-in-law,) afforded the children of darkness 
an occasion of triumph, and encouraged them to commit man 
outrages on the poor Methodists, who were loaded with infamy 
and insults on his account. But all this was insufficient to in- 
timidaie our departed friend. Sse felt the need of salvation, and 
was resolved, on no account, to omit any of the appointed means 
of obtaining it; one of which she judged was that of Christian 
fellowship. In spite, therefore, of all opposition, she cleaved to 
God, and his people, and cheerfully went forth to Jesus, without 
the camp, bearing his reproach. 

It is much to be lamenied, that, in the present day, when the 
cross of uniting with a Christian church is exceedingly light, so 
many, who profess a concern for religion, should be so reluctant 
to take it up. The flimsy, futile objections which they bring 
forward to excuse themselves, only serve to prove, that the 
‘“ world’s dread laugh,” the frowns and sneers of mortals, weigh 
more with them than all that is desirable in the favour of God, 
or dreadful in his curse. Let such blush with deserved shame, 
while they behold the magnanimity of a child bidding defiance 
to the scorn and hatred of the world. 

From a conversation which I had with Mrs. Hunt, a few 
months since, I am inclined to think she was about three years 
seeking redemption, before she experienced a sense of pardon. 
Her joy then was unspeakable and full of glory; and as she was 
of a very cheerful and gentle disposition, religion appeared in 
her ‘all lovely and serene.”” Throughout the remaining part 
of her life, she generally possessed a consciousness of the divine 
favour ; and, as she used to express herself, she enjoyed renew- 
ed manifestations of the love of God very frequently. Being 
asked by a preacher, when renewing her tcket, if she had ever 
known the pardon of her sins, she replied, ‘ Yes, hundreds of 
times !--She was aware that past experience, however genuine, 
is no ground of dependance, and that we should bring matters to 
the present, in judging of ourstate before God. 

In 1761, she removed from Salisbury to Bradford, Wilts. At 
parting from her christian friends, with whom she had often taken 
sweet counsel, she was greatly affected. She and they shed 
tears of reciprocal affection over eachother, prayed together, 
and sung, with great emotion, the following verse : 


Saviour, who know’st the hearts of men, 
And rul’st them as it seems thee good, 
Regard a broken-hearted train ; 

Pour down the balsam of thy blood ; 

That while we part, and fainting cry, 
Farewell!” our hearts may feel thee nigh. 
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This painfully pionsing period she never afterwards forgot, but 
often mentioned it with sentiments of thankfulness and joy. She 
lived at Bradford till she became acquainted with Mr. Richard 
Hunt, to whom she was united in marriage, November 1, 1767... 
Soon after this, she returned with her husband to her native 
place, where she continued till the day of her death. 

As her family began to increase, she was called to pass through 
a variety of difficulties, and she sensibly felt, that man is born 
to trouble, as the sparks fly upward.”? She drank deeply and 
frequently of the bitter cup of affliction. Indeed, her trials for 
many years, were of such a peculiarly distressing kind, that her 
grace must have been exercised to the ultermost, to bear up un- 
derthem. But while in the world she had tribulation, in Christ 
she enjoyed that peace which passeth understanding. She was 
often indulged with extraordinary consolations.—July 31, 1780, 
she writes thus, ‘“‘O the peace and joy I have felt in believing ! 
such as my tongue can never express!”? She here alludes to a 
remarkable manifestation of God’s presence and love, which she 
said so transported her, that, like the great apostle, she scarcely 
knew for two or three days whether she was in or out of the 
body. 

She was particularly fond of singing hymns suitable to her ex- 
perience. 

In the midst of her sorrows, one thing afforded her unspeak- 
able pleasure, namely, the conversion of many of her children to 
God. Several of them being united to partners who truly love 
and fear God ; and having large families who were likely to tread 
in their parents’ steps, it is not to be wondered at, that a heart 
pious and affectionate as hers, should frequently exult with joy 
on their account. Doubtless, her fervent intercessions were 
daily presented to the throne of grace, for her dear offspring ; the 
prevalence and eflicacy of which, many of them happily realize. 
O may every request on their behalf be granted! And when this 
short Memoir meets the eyes of her grandchildren, may the 
recollect her early piety, and be solicitous to obtain an equal, 
nay, a superior degree themselves—may they think of her ma- 
ternal advice, and strive to follow it; and, above all, may they 
remember her earnest prayers for their salvation, and wait for 
the answer, by cleaving to Christ “ with full purpose of heart !”’ 

For upwards of 60 years this Israelite indeed steadily pro- 
ceeded in her Christian course. ‘Though often called to sustain 
the most poignant afflictions, there was an equanimity, and even 
a cheerfulness of mind manifested in them all, which fully evinced 
that her religion not only improved the comforts of life, but 
softened its rigours; and practivally illustrated the paradox of 
St. Paul, “‘as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing.” Had Mrs. Hunt 
been called to move in any of the higher walks of life, where 
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greater publicity would have been given to her excellencies, she 
would, doubtless, have appeared an exalted character, ‘a burn- 
eng and a shining light.”” But her intrinsic worth was the same, 
though hidden in a great measure from the public eye. In her 
own sphere, (which, though not extensive, was respectable,) she 
shone with uncommon lustre. 

For about four years previous to her dissolution, she appeared 
to be making rapid progress in her Christian course. ‘The last 
time I conversed with her, she informed me, that about three 
years ago, when many were seeking that perfect love which cast- 
eth out fear, she was strongly drawn out in prayer for this great 
blessing; and that after some time she obtained it, and could 
joyfully say, from experience, ‘ that the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth from all sin.” 

From this time her earthly tabernacle was more evidently 
sinking into decay ; and several times she expected its immediate 
dissolution, through severe attacks of illness. At one of these 
seasons, about two years ago, she was greatly favoured with 
divine consolations, and had a delightful prospect of the glory 
reserved for her in heaven. 

July 14, 1813, though very weak in body, she joyfully sung a 
lively hymn with one of her nieces, and at the close of it, said 
that she should soon be singing the praises of God in heaven. It 
appears that she had some presentiment of her death at that time, 
for the next day she was taken ill with a violent sickness, and 
Joss of appetite, the effects of which terminated her mortal exist- 
ence. But while her body was falling into ruin, her soul was 
divinely supported. Her hope in the covenant of grace was 
strong, her expressions were heavenly, and she ardently longed 
to be with her Saviour ina better world. Jesus, she said would 
soon take her to himself. At another time, she triumphantly 
repeated the following verse : 


The promis’d land, from Pisgah’s top, 
1 now rejoice to see; 

My hope is full, O blessed hope! 
Of immortality ! 


July 21, the day previous to her departure, her pain became 
extreme: and the adversary or souls was permitted, for a season, 
to take advantage from it to harrass her mind. A near relative, 
who was in the habit of conversing and praying with her in times 
of affliction, inquired how she was? She replied, that she could 
neither live nor die, and that her mind was dark and gloomy. 
She was desired to look to the Rock of Ages, and told, that ‘at 
even-tide it should be light.”?_ Prayer was also made to the Lord 
for her, that her pains might be mitigated, and that he might 
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appear as “ the strength of her heart, and her portion for ever.”? 
A gracious answer was sent, and she became tranquil and com- 
posed. The next morning, the same relative had some pleasing 
and profitable conversation with her, read the xcth Psalm, and 
ine re The Sun ot Righteousness arose and shone resplendent- 
y on her soul, and she sensibly felt that God was indeed her sup- 
port and her Covenant-God. ‘ O, (said she,) what an unworthy 
creature !”? then paused,— and shortly repeated again, ‘* What 
an unworthy creature! but Jesus died for me!’ A few moments 
after, she said, that through her bodily weakness she could not 
say much to her friends, But she knew that her life was hid with 
Christ in God. Some one remarked, that as that was the case, 
When Christ, her life, should appear: she also would appear with 
fim in glory. At this she seemed to be lost in a rapture of joy. 
About ten o’clock, being visited by one of her near neighbours, 
who met in the same class with her, she said, “ It is almost over, 
it is almost at an end! Othat the Lord would release me, and 
take me to himself! Come, Lord! come, come quickly !” 
Stretching out her hands, she exclaimed, ‘“‘O how glad should I 
be, to clap my glad wings and tower away! I will trust in the 
Lord Jehovah, for in him is everlasting strength. All my hope, 
and all my confidence is in the Lord Jehovah.” Death now 
made rapid advances; but she continued in the same happy 
State, smiling, and speaking of her future felicity, with the utmost 
composure and recollection. Being raised upon her pillow, one 
of her daughters said, ‘‘My dear mother, do you find Christ 
precious to your soul now ?”? She answered, as well as she could 
articulate, ** Yes, Yes.”»—These were her last words, and in less 
than halfan hour after, she fell asleep in Jesus, without a strug- 
gle or a groan, July, 22, 1813. 

Mrs. Hunt’s character may be summed up ina few words. In 
her sentiments, she was clear and evangelical ; in her temper, 
gentle, cheerful, and serene; and in her conduct, consistent, 
irreproachable, and exemplary. Asa child, she was dutiful ; 
as a wife, she did her husband good and not evil all her days ; as 
a mother, she was tender and affectionate; and as a Christian, 
she was simple, circumspect, and diligent. In short, ‘* What- 
soever things were true, honest, just, pure, lovely, or of good 
report,”’? she not only thought of, but as she had opportunity, 
diligently practised these things—May her surviving partner, 
her descendants, and all who read this Memoir, follow her as she 


followed Christ! Amen. 
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| Miscellaneous. 
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(Concluded from page 217.) 


The Mosaic dispensation.—1 Cor. x. 11. 7% ttAn twv cswvey nee THY 
toe, the ends of the world are come. ‘ Here it evidently means 
the whole duration of the Mosaic ceconomy.’ Dr. A. Cuarke. 

Heb. ix. 26. exs cuvrerssia tw aswvwv, in the end of the world.— 
‘The last of the three celebrated ages of the world.’—Dr. 
Whitey. 

The present world.—Matt. xxviii. 20. iws rns cuvtersias re aswyos, 
unto the end of the world. 

Rom. xii. 2. tw awn te7w. Be not conformed to this world. 

To God.—Rom. i. 25. és sori evroyntos ug rag asus, The Crea- 
tor, who is blessed for ever. So then, according to the assertion 
of the universalist translator of the New-Testament, God must 
cease to exist, or cease to be blessed. Query. How far re- 
moved is this from blasphemy ? 


Rom. xvi. 36. xar’ exirxyny te atwnov Qrov, According to the 


commandment of the everlasting God. 

Jesus Christ.--Rev. i. 18. Cwv ess ess tous cswvas rev crow, JT am 
alive forevermore. 

Heb. xi. 8. xas 15 roug aswves, Jesus Christ the same yester- 
day, and to-day, and forever. ‘In my opinion this is to be un- 
derstood of the nature, rather than of the doctrine of Christ, es- 
pecially as O' avvos, the phrase here used, is that by which the 
immutability of the-Son is expressed: Heb.1.12 But thou art 
@ autos the same.’—MACKNIGHT IN LOC. 

Rom. 1X. 5. 6 oy exs ravtwy Gens evroynros es tous aswvas, Who is 
God over all, blessed forever. This text serves a double pur- 
pose ; it not only is proof in point, to establish the doctrine that 
primarily it is brought to serve; but it will remain 2s long as 
sun and moon endure, an insuperable barrier against the doc- 
trine of the Unitarians. Whitby’s note on it istoo long to be 
transcribed, | shall present the reader with the leading features 
of it, and leave him to read the original at his leisure. ‘* This 
place galls the Arians.”” For “ first the reading we follow is 
certainly the true reading; (1) Because it is the reading with 
which all the versions agree, the Latin and Arabic, the Athiopic 
and the Syriac. (2) Because it hath the general consent, omnim 
ferme patrum, of almost all the fathers, who have thus cited it 
{rom the second to the sixth century. Secondly: The words 
will not admit of that interpunction and interpretation which will 
do any service to the Arians or Socinians. This is the con- 
stant epithet and periphrasis of the great God in the old Tes- 


cies 


pane aeeees” ve 


cratesigaariinceiameliioaine nl 
PT el a NRG Mo Pe 
© ae Rae 


a Sha OE a Sa la Tt 


ne ene 


wire eaiagee ones ane 


ee a henlbanene ei ma tain et Pe dation hs 

















eel 


E 
a3 
x 





268 THE DOCTRINE OF FUTURE PUNISHMENT CONSIDERED. 


tament, that he is evrcynros ss rov aswve, God blessed for evermore, 
1 Chron. xvi. 36. Psal. xli. 13. and Ixxxix, 52; and also 
in the new Testament, where he is styled the God who is bless- 
ed for evermore.’? See also Doddridge and A. Clarke, in loc. 

The reign of Christ. Luke i. 33. Kees Bacsrcvoes exs tov osnov IoxwG 
eis rovs saves, And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever. 

Rev. xi. £5. xss Baoirevoes ess tous asoves tov aso, And he shall 
reign for ever and ever. 

The Holy Sporit Gal. vi. 8. « rou mvevuceros Sepiores Cony CoLuybey, 
Shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. Note; no effect can 
continue longer than its cause. 

Heb. ix. 14. os da TVEVAATOS ObwyDOD, Who through the eternal 
Spirit, &c. 

Aseriptions of praise to God. Rev. v. 13. tss tous aswvasg tov 
aswswv, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power be unto him 
that sitteth upon the throne and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 

It is deemed unnecessary to multiply quotations on this head, 
or the following onc, as they are to be found in every part of the 
new Testament. One shall suffice. 

Everlasting life. Matt. xxv. 46. 6+ 3 dixasos es Gunv ewrior, But 
the righteous into life eternal. On this member of the text 


there is no difference between the Universalist and myself. The- 


next article in the clissification, is 

Eternal punishment. Matt. xxv. 46. xas amerevrovras dutos tio nora 
iv cmmnov, And these shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment. ‘ No end,” says Dr. A. Clarke, “ no remedy to all 
éternity. No end to the punishment of those, whose final im- 
penitence manifests in them, an eternal will and desire to sin. 
By dying in a settled opposition to God, they cast themselves 
into a necessity of continuing in an eternal aversion from him. 

‘‘ But some are of opinion that this punishment shall have en 
end: This is as likely as that the glory of the righteous shall 
have anend: for the same word is used to express the duration 
of the punishment. xodacw aswnov, as is used to express the dura- 
tion of the state of glory, wiv awe, | have seen the best things 
that have been written in favour of the final redemption of 
damned spirits: but I never saw an answer to the argument 
against that doctrine, drawn from this verse, but what sound 
learning and criticism should be ashamed to acknowledge.” 

Dr. Doddridge’s note on this verse is worthy of being copied. 
Everlasting punishment—everlasting life. As the original word 
eswvov is the same in both places, | thought it proper ‘to use the 
same word in the translation of both; and miserable are they 
that dare venture their souls on its signifying a limited duration: 
in either. 
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ii Pet. ii. 17. 6 Zoos rou sxorovs 6 awe terngentas, The mist of 
darkness is reserved forever. 

The same words occur in Jude 13. and are rendered, 7s re- 
served the blackness of darkness for ever. 

Rev. xiv. 11. avaCases 1s aswves aiwwv, And the smoke of their 
torment ascendeth up for ever and ever. ‘* This horrible curse,” 
says Dr. Doddridge, is‘ sufficient to make the ears of every one 
that hears it to tingle.” 

Dr. Samuel Clarke, (and he was considered by his contem- 
poraries ‘a host in himselt,’) says, ‘ The words eternal and ev- 
erlasting, are used by the sacred Writers in different senses. 

Sometimes (which is the lowest sense they are ever taken in) 
they signify nothing more than a long duration. Gen. xvii. 8. 
Numb. x. 8. Hab. ii. 6. Exod. xxi. 6. 

The next sense they are used in, is to denote a duration con- 
tinuing as long as the subject exists, and then putting it ina 
state out of which it shall never be restored. ‘Thus Numb. xxiv. 
20. Deut. xiii. 16. That City shall be an heap for ever; the 
sense is as it follows in the very next words, i shall not be built 
again. 

In other places of scripture, the words eternal and forever, 
signify, in a higher sense, a duration, not figuratively but pro- 
perly and literally everlasting : without end, though not without 
beginning. ‘Thus Angels and the souls of men are eternal, or im 
mortal ; and the happiness they enjoy in heaven, is everlasting 
life, an endless and eternal weight of glory. 

The last and highest, and most absolutely perfect sense of the 
words eternal and everlasting, is when they signify a duration 
of inexhaustible and never-failing permanency, both without 
beginning and without end. And not only so, but including alse 
necessary and independent existence.”’ In this sense it applies 
to God alone. ‘ This is a perfection by which God is very 
frequently described in scripture, Deut. xxxill. 27. Isa. Ivii. 15. 
Rom. xvi. 26. 1 Tim. i. 17.—ch. vi. 16. Dr. S. Clarke’s ser- 
mon on the eternity of God, Vol. |. 74—-78. | 

Dr. Adam Clarke, in his Commentary on Gen. xx!. 33. fur- 
nishes us witha very valuable and critical note on Jenovaun the 
STRONG Gob, the ETERNAL ONE. ‘This is the first place in scrip- 
ture in which olam occurs as an attribute of God; and here it is 
evidently designed to point out his eternal duration: that it can 
mean no limited time is self-evident, because nothing of this 
kind can be attributed to God. ‘The Septuagint renders the 
words @co¢ aswnos, the everexisting God; and the Arabic says, we 
déha thamma lismillahi ilahitéaalami, and he invoked there, in 
the name of God. the eternal God. The word is from the same 
root with the Hebrew, and is used by the Arab lawgiver, in the 
commencement of his Koran, to express the perfections and es- 
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sence of the supreme God. From this application of both words, 
we learn that dlam ew» originally signified ETERNAL, or duration 
without end. élam signifies he was hidden, concealed or kept se- 
cret: and amy according to Aristotle, De Czlo, lib. 1. chap. 9. 
and a higher authority need not be sought, is compounded of 
Hes always, and wy being—atwy cori amo Tou we eves. Lhe same au- 
thor informs us that God was termed 4isan, because he was al- 
WAYS eXISLING, xaruras Array, de xes ovzev. De Mundo, ch. 7. in fine. 
Hence we see that no words can more forcibly express the grand 
characteristics of eternity than these. It is that duration which 
is concealed, hidden or kept secret from all created beings :— 
which is always existing ; still running on, but never running 
ouT—an interminable incessant, and immeasurable duration :— 
it is THAT, in the whole of which, God alone can be said to eax- 
ist ; and that which the eternal mind can alone comprehend. 

As the real grammatical meaning of both words is eternal, 
and all other meanings only accommodated ones, sound criticism 
in all matters of dispute concerning the import of a word or 
term, must have recourse to the grammatical meaning, and its 
use among the earliest and most correct writers in the language: 
and will determine all accommodated meanings by this alone. 
Now, the first and hest writers in both these languages apply 
élam and aw, to express eternal, in the proper meaning of that 
word; and this is their proper meaning in the Old and New- 
Testaments when applied to God, his attributes, his operations 
taken in connexion with the ends for which he performs them.” 
‘¢ The word is with the same strict propriety applied to the du- 
ration of the rewards and punishments in a future state. And the 
argument that pretends to prove, and it is only pretension, that 
in the future punishment of the wicked, “ the worm shall die,” 
and the fire shall be quenched,” will apply as forcibly to the 
state of happy spirits, and as fully prove that a point in eternity 
shall arrive, when the repose of the righteous shall be interrupt- 
ed, and the glorification of the children of God have an eternal 


end.” 
Dr. Doddridge on Rev. xx. 10. says, “ No phrase can more 


strongly express a proper eternity than this.” 

Dr. Macknight on Jude 6. says, everlasting chains is a meta- 
phorical expression which denotes a perpetual confinement, 
which it is no more in their power to escape from, than a man 
who is strongly bound with iron chains can break them. And 
on 2 Pet. iii. 18. he quotes Bengelius who translates s ntgay 
aswvoc, until the day of eternity, who also remarks eternity is a 
day withouta night; areal and perpetual day. 

as tov awa, Says Dr. George Campbell, with a negative parti- 
cle, when the sense is not confined by the verb, has invariably 
the same meaning, which is never. See his note on Joh. viil. 51. 
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Dr. Whitby has served my purpose already. ‘Those who 
would receive farther light from this critical commentator, may 
see his opinions on the eternity of punishment in his appendix 
to the first chapter of the second epistle to the Thessalonians. 

Auwy, wvos,6, AuRuM, mudus, sceculum: qu. as oy. item in f. g. 
7 aso Vita; hinc aswnes, ve, 6 xes 9 eeternus. SCHREVELI LEXICON. 

AION,* wvos, 6 Vox hac, prout in N: T. occurrit, respondet He- 
braico élum, cujus varias significationes accepit. 

9.t ternitas duratio omnis, sive sit inilii, sive finis expers. 
De duratione, finis experte, usurpatur ad imitationem Hebraica 
élam Matt. vi. 13. ado&e ss rovs ams celebretur in, eternum. 
Luc. i. 33. Joh. vi. 51, 58. xl. 34. 

Aswrios, tov, 0,7 Ot aswysos, 65 Ov. , 

2.t Omne, quod est finis expers, maxime id, quod est post hujus 
vite mundique decursum eventurum. Huc pertinent omnia illa 
N. T. loca, inquibus formule : up eswnoy, xeioss aswrins, Keser aswvor, 
urAacIg Aiwrsos Ct Cun (dog, owrnese ) Hswysog reperiuntur, v. c. Matt. 
RViiil. 8. xix. 16. xxv. 41, 46. Marc. ili. 29. Rom. i. 7. 2 Tim. 
11.10. Heb. v. 9. Quemadmodum enim formulis: zug aswnoy et 
seqq. pene perpetue peceatorum, quas impui post hanc vitam luent 
sorsque eorum misera futura non interrupta indicantur, ita oppo- 
sita formula : fun aswnos, perennes felicitalis piorum post mortem 
status et conditio significatur, que 2 Cor. iv. 17. aswnor Bagos dons, 
Luc, xvi. 9. cxnvas aswncs, Heb. ix. 15. sawos xAngovomua, et 2 Pet. 
1. 11. ctwvios Bacsrssce tov Osou appellatur. 

3.§ /Eternum absolute, quod neque initium, neque finem ha-~ 
bet. Rom. xvi. 26.—Scuueusner1 Lexicon. 

Atwy, wvos,6q a wy, Always beng. It denotes duration, or con- 
tinuance of time, but with great variety. Comp. Suicer Thesaur. 
In Auwy. 

I], Both in the singular and plural it signifies eternity, wheth- 
er past or to come. Luke i. 55. Acts xv. 18. Matt. vi. 13. Mark 
ii. 29. Joh. iv. 14. vi. 51. Eph. iii. 11. 1 Tim. 1. 17. 

I]. The duration of this world, Matt. xxviii. 20. 


* This word occurs also in the New-Testament ; it answers to the Hebrew 
word olam, whose various meanings it takes. 

9.+ Eternity, the whole duration whether it be without beginning or end. Of 
duration without end it is used in imitation of the Hebrew olam, Matt. vi. 13. 
be glory for ever. 

2. {| Every thing which is without end, especially what will come to pass 
after this lite, and the end of the world; in this sense the word is used in all 
those places in the New-Testament where the words eternal fire, eternal 
judgment, eternal condemnation, eternal punishment, Yc. occur; for by such 
expressions the perpetual punishment of crimes, which the wicked suffer 
after this life, their future uninterrupted miserable state, is pointed out: 
and so in phrases of an opposite kind, eternal habitations, eternal life, &c. 
the state and condition of the constant happiness of the pious after death is 
pointed out. ite 

3. } A eompiete eternity, which has neither beginning nor end. 
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V. O Asuy é teexouevos, the world to come, the next life. Mark 
x. 30. Luke xviii. 30. 

Aswnog, #, 6,4. and CLbWYbG, O%, OY, from aiwy 

I. Eternal, having neither beginning nor end. Rom xvi. 26. 
(comp. | Tim. i. 17.) Heb. ix. 14, 

I]. Eternal, without end. Matt. xxv. 41,46. 2 Thess. i. 9. 
—Parkuurst’s Lexicon. 

And now | make an appeal to the understanding and con- 
science of the reader, and call on him, in the name of the God 
of Truth, whose cause and whose honour, | am endeavouring to 
defend, to say, is there any thing in any of the above passages of 
Scripture, that will favour either the doctrine of no punishment, or 
a punishment fora limited duration? Say, have | not proved my 
point, that Aw» signifies a proper eternity ? that it must be so 
necessarily, and cannot be otherwise, considering the subjects 
with which it stands connected ?—and that he was certainly 
wrong, who said ‘it always has reference to periods of time’ 
and that it ‘ doth not mean an eternity ”” 

Surely it is unbecoming a man of learning, who professes a 
knowledge of the original languages, to make such unfounded 
assertions, especially when such important consequences, as in- 
volve the salvation or damnation of souls, flow from them. If 
nothing else, a regard to his own reputation as a man of truth, 
should have made him more cautious, as he must have known 
that it was in the power of his reader to detect his mistake.— 
He has not supported his translation, or assertion, by any 
authority ; nor can he find, I will venture to say,a single Greek 
Lexicon, which will bear him out in saying Aw» never means 
eternity; if he can, let us have the name. It is thus, how- 
ever, poor souls are deluded,—it is by such means, sinners are 
encouraged to live in rebellion against the Lord, with the assu- 
rance from a Greek scholar, who asserts,—but without proof,—— 
that if fhe sinner should be damned, he will finally be restored, 
for Aw, does not mean Eternity. But Christian reader, be not 
deceived by such assertions ; you will not, if you are wise, rest 
your ETERNAL ALL upon the word ofa mere man. Judge for 
yourself, in the fear of God, from the above quotations from 
Scripture, and from the works of writers critically skilled in the 


- language, and say, have I not sufficient ground for taking the 


affirmative side of the question, Wiél the finally impenitent and 
sncorrigible sinner be punished forever in another life ? 
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Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


— ee 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


A descriptive view of the Western Country previously to its dis- 
covery and settlement by English settlers, or the citizens of the 
United States, as additional or supplementary to Introductory 
Remarks, to the Rise and Progress of religion in the Western 
Country. 


No. III. 


From the enchanting and delightful scenery presented to our 
view in the preceding number, we now turn our attention to 
the aborigines of North-America, and design giving a brief 
sketch of the early and successful attempt of the Episcopal 
Church of the United brethren, or Unitas Fratrum, (generally 
called the Moravian Church,) to introduce Christianity among 
them; and some of the most interesting circumstances attending 
the mission. : 

We feel considerably interested as to the leading features of 
this mission from two considerations, Ist. That from the Mora- 
vian Church (so called) the Methodists as a people through 
their founder the Rev. John Wesley derived, in a great degree, 
their spiritual light, the revival of the doctrines of the Gospel, 
the witness of the spirit, and holiness of heart. 2dly. Witha 
view to encourage and aid the late successful mission opened 
to the Wyandott nation of Indiaas by the ministers of the Meth- 
odist Church. Without doubt, it must be truly.gratifying to 
the friends of true piety, to find that the influence of such holy 
men as John Wesley, George Whitefield, Peter Boehler and 
others, in giving an early impulse to the missions among the 
Indians, yet to have their names held in remembrance. How 
happy mankind, if we did but know it, in being blessed with 
such burning and shining lights. 

Before we proceed with our account respecting the early mis- 
sions among the Indians, that our ministers and people may form 
correct views of this extraordinary part of the human family, 
whose character as a people has ever been underated as to tal- 
ents and powers of mind, we design to devote this number to 
the consideration of their origin and character in general ; 
impressed as we are as to the propriety of the course, as it 
seems that Providence is again »bout opening a way for the in- 
troduction of Christianity among some of the Indian tribes. 

The first Europeans who came to North-America, found this 
—. continent inhabited by numeraus nations of Indians. 
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They no doubt were once a great and powerful nation. Indeed 
this appears fully demonstrated from their early history on the 
Atlantic side of the mountains, as given by Mr. Jefferson in his 
Notes on Virginia. Evidence of the same fact may be gather- 
ed from their general history in the west. Indeed, we know 
not, but the first ideas of our confederacy, may have been deriv- 
ed from that first formed by the Indians in North-America, from 
the account given of it by the above named gentleman. 

As to their origin, there is no certainty. The investigation 
even of the most learned have produced nothing but conjectures, 
more or less probable; those seem nearest the truth who join the 
celebrated Dr. Robertson, in supposing Tartary in Asia to be 
the native country of all the American Indian nations. 

Many of the Indian nations who resided for near a century 
back, on the Ohio river and its waters, once belonged to the 
great confederacy in the Atlantic states. There are also many 
of these nations now extinct. Before the arrival of Europeans in 
America, the Indians relate that their arrival was foretold by 
some prophets, who pretended that they had received divine 
revelation of it. In the year 1781, there were Indians on the 
Muskingum who were present when the first houses were built 
in Philadelphia. As the Europeans settled the country, the 
deer retired into the wood lands, and were followed up by the 
Indians. 

In point of strength* these Indians far excel the South-Ameri- 
cans and West-Indians. The men have a firm walk; a light 
step, and run remarkably swift. Their smell, sight, and hearing, 
are very acute, and their memory so strong, that they can re- 
late the most trivial circumstances which have happened in 
their councils many years ago, and tell the exact time of former 
meetings with the greatest precision. The powers of their 
imagination are lively, and enable them in a short time, to at- 
tain to tind skill and dexterity in whatever they learn. They 
comprehend whatever belongs to their manner of living, or 
tends to their supposed advantage, with the greatest ease; and 
their continual practice in, and scrupulous attention to every 
needful accomplishment, to which they are trained up from their 
infancy, gives them great advantage over other nations. They 
have given many instances of the greatness of their mental pow- 
ers, and of their accuracy of deliberation and judgment. The 
more opportunities they have to exert their faculties, the more 
we discover that God has blessed them with a great share of 
natural understanding. 

Though the Indians are uncultivated, yet perhaps no heathen 
nation, in its moral conduct, exhibits a greater show of goodness 


* Loskiel’s Indian Missions. 
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and virtue. This pre-eminence will appear upon the slightest 
comparison between them and other heathen; and the follow- 
ing short remarks made from many years experience, and an in- 
timate acquaintance with them, will confirm it. 

In common life and conversation, the Indians observe great 
decency. ‘They usually treat one another and strangers with 
kindness and civility, and without empty compliments. Their 
whole behaviour appears solid and prudent. In matters of con- 
sequence, they seem to speak and act with the most cool ‘and 
serious deliberation, avoiding all appearance of precipitancy. 
But upon closer examination their caution appears to rise chief- 
ly from suspicion, and their coolness ‘is affected. They are 
perfect masters of the art of dissembling. If an Indian has lost 
his whole property by fire or any other calamity, he speaks of it 
as he would of the most trivial occurrence: yet his pride 
cannot always conceal his sorrow. 

In the conduct of both sexes, the greatest decency and pro- 
priety is observed. At least nothing lascivious or indecent is 
openly allowed, so that, in this respect, it cannot be denied but 
that they excel most nations. 

They are sociable and friendly. Sarcastical and offensive 
behaviour is carefully avoided. They never put any one to 
the blush, nor reproach even a noted murderer. Their common 
conversations turn upon hunting, fishing, and affairs of state. 
No one interrupts his neighbour in speaking, and they listen 
very attentively to news, whether true or false. This is one 
reason why they are so fond of receiving strangers ; but no in- 
quiry is made about news, till they have smoked one pipe of 
tobacco. They have no expressions for cursing or swearin 
in their own language, nor did they practise it, till they lessened 
it from the whites. ‘They avoid every thing like suspicion, and 
frequently leave their implements and game in the open air, 
for many days; not because they have the fullest confidence in 
their neighbours, for stealing is not an uncommén practice 
among them; they will therefore pretend to guard the game 
merely from the attack of wild beasts. 

They are all equally noble and free. The only difference 
consists in wealth, age, dexterity, courage, and office. Age is 
every where much respected, for according to their ideas, long 


life and wisdom are always connected together. The youth: 


once sought instructions from the aged, by presents, they have 
like the whites degenerated in this particular. They strictly 
obey their captain or chief; are fond of presents, but unwilling 
to acknowledge themselves under any obligation. ‘They use 
a certain charm, or magic spell, to procure presents called beson, 
and find the superstition of believing in the besons a profitable 
ene. 
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The hospitality of the Indians is well known. It extends 
even to strangers who take refuge among them. But in their 
conduct towards their enemies they are cruel and inexorable ; 
but when enraged, bent upon nothing but murder and blood- 
shed. They are, however, remarkable for concealing their pas- 
sions, and waiting for a convenient opportunity of gratifying 
them. Their fury knows no bounds. If they cannot satis- 
fy their resentment. they even call upon their friends and pos- 
terity todo it. The longest space of time cannot cool their 
wrath, nor the most distant place of refuge afford security to 
their enemy. 

The crimes, such as fornication, adultery, stealth, lying and 
cheating, they consider heinous and scandalous. and punish 
them in various ways. Since the introduction of ardent spirits 
among them, murders are more frequent. An Indian feast is 
seldom concluded without bloodshed. They generally lay all 
the blame upon the rum or whiskey. The men love ease, and 
thouzh very capable of learning every kind of work, will not 
submit to hard labour, neither their education nor their wants 
inclining them to industry and application. ‘The women are 
more employed, for the whole burden of house-keeping falls 
upon them, and nothing but hunger and want can rouse the men 
from their drowsiness, and give them activity. 

The honour and welfare of the nation is considered by the In- 
dians as a most important concern. For though they are joined 
together neither by force nor compact, yet they consider them- 
selves as one nation, of which they have an exalted idea, and 
prefess great attachment to their particular tribe. Indepen- 
dence appears to them to be the grand prerogative of Indians, 
considered either collectively or as individuals. They frank- 
ly own the superiority of the whites in several arts, but des- 
pise them, as submitting to laborious employments. The 
public spirit of the Indians produces the most noble exer- 
tion in favour of their own people. They dread no danger; 
suffer any hardships, and meet torments and death itself, in de- 
fence of their country. Even in their last moments, they pre- 
serve the greatest appearance of insensibility, in honour of their 
nation, boast of their intrepidity, and with savage pride defy the 
greatest sufferings and tortures which their enemies can inflict 
upon them. 

The Indians imagine-that they have sufficient reason for dis- 
liking the white people, particularly the Americans; for say 
they, they have taken away our land; enclosed our hunting 

laces for the use of their cattle, done infinite mischief to us, es- 
pecially by the introduction of whiskey among us, and probably 
intend in time to seize upon all our country, and todestroy our 
whole nation. | 
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There ‘are indeed no rules of oratory laid down in the Indian 
language, yet their orators must be well exercised before they can 
gain applause. In their public delivery, they speak with a very 
pompous and elevated tone. In matters relating to their own 
affairs, in which they are all versed, they speak with great 
clearness and precision, and so concise, that great circumlocu- 
tion is required to convey the full meaning of their expressions 
inan European language. If they intend to speak in an ob- 
scure and reserved manner, they can say so much in few words, 
that even the Indians themselves must study their allusions.— 
They show great skill in conveying an account of a bad action 
in terms which to men ignorant of their craftiness, appear des- 
criptive of a virtuous deed, and for this purpose, their expres- 
sions are well chosen. Their Chiefs are particularly well 
versed in this art of dissembling, and therefore very strict at- 
tention must be paid to every word of their discourse, especi- 
ally ifan answer is expected, and great caution is required to 
guard against deceit. 3 

As to their religion, the Indians differ in many respects from 
their forefathers; their intercourse with the Europeans has 
changed in many instances their notions of things. The pre- 
vailing opinion of all these nations is, that there is one God— 
the Great and Good Spirit. Besides the Supreme Being, they 
believe in Good and Evil Spirits, considering them as subordi- 
nate Deities. 

Tueopuitus AaMmeENius. 


Feb. 2, 1820. 


(To be continued.) 





ACCOUNT OF THE REVIVAL ° RELIGION IN PROVINCETOWN, MASS, 
COMMUNICATED IN A LETTER FROM REV. E. KIBBY TO 
REV. Te MERRITT. 


(Concluded from page 224.) 


A eirt of about eighteen years of age, daughter of the man 
that was killed with lightning, sent for me. 1 went to see her, 
and found her under concern of mind. I prayed with her, point- 
ed her to the Lamb of God, and then left her. In the evening 
she attended meeting, at the close of which a female left her seat, 
came into the aisle, and fell on her knees before the pulpit, 
trembling exceedingly, under the power of God. This girl 
thought within herself, if she could but touch this person, she 
should be healed, and her soul would be converted on the spot. 
She put forth her hand, and the instant she touched her, she fell 
to the floor stiff and motionless. The meeting was dismissed, 
part of the people went home, and part of them stopped be- 
hind to see the final issue. She continued in this situation for 
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some length of time, and then came too, uttering unpleasant 
groans, and in a mournful tone of voice, begged the people to 
pray for her, for she was distressed in her mind, and then fell 
away again in a senseless situation. In silent prayers her 
case went up before God, while the people waited patiently for 
the salvation of the Lord. At length it was noticed that her 
countenance changed. I stepped into the pulpit that I might 
have a full view of her, (for she was surrounded with people,) 
and saw at once the work was done. I asked her if she was 
happy, and being unable to speak, she smiled. She cast her 
eyes round on the people, and then seemed to fix her attention 
on me, so that it was thought that she wished me to come down 
and pray with her: I told them not so, the work was done, and 
she wanted praises more than prayers. Singing seemed to de- 
tight her soul, while her countenance became extremely inter- 
esting, and had more of the angelic than the human appear- 
ance. At length the crowd made way, and I went down to her, 
and asked her if she was happy, and she again answered me 
with a smile. We waited a few moments, and she soon spoke 
in a feeble tone of voice, ‘‘O, I am happy! the other day Mr. 
K. came to our house, and I went away, because I was afraid 
he would speak to me about religion; but] love himnow. O, 
I love my Jesus! all these people look good to me, | love them 
all!? When at length her strength returned, two persons, one 
having hold of each arm, led her away; and she went home 
praising the Lord with all her heart. 

During the night she was too happy to close her eyes in 
sleep, and in the morning she was too happy to stay at home 
and eat her morsel alone. As she was visiting some of her re- 
ligious friends, to tell what the Lord had done for her soul, she 
went into an house, and as she entered the door, spoke ina 
Jow tone of voice, ‘“ I am happy.’? Putting her hand to her bo- 
som, she exclaimed again, “ O, 1am happy!” and as she utter- 
ed these words, a young man fell under the power, and plead 
for mercy. I was called in, and found the young man in great 
agonies of mind ; sometimes stiffand motionless, and sometimes 
extremely agitated in his body. In this situation he continued 
for some time, and when the use of his limbs and tongue re- 
turned, he arose and shouted the praises of his blessed Saviour, 
and conversed with all in the room on the subject of religion. 

A man, belonging to the other society, about twelve o’clock 
at night, came in haste to my house for me to go and see his 
wife, who was under a peculiar exercise, bott: of body and 
mind. Just as I came to the house, her limbs became limber, 
and soon after she was enabled to speak. ‘The little company 
around her bedside, waited with anxiety to hear the relation of 
the whole matter. It appeared, that after the family had gone 
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to meeting, at an early hour she retifed to rest, but was soon 
awaked out of sleep, with the most awful distress of mind, and 
immediately her limbs became stiff, so that she could neither 
stir her body nor use her tongue. In this situation the family 
found her when they returned from meeting. | continued with 
her till nearly the break of day, and the Sun of Righteousness 
arose, with healing in his wings, and light and love broke in 
upon her soul, and she was happy. 

Another remarkable instance of the power of God was in the 
case of a wicked young man, belonging to another place. Be- 
ing detained here, he came to meeting one evening, without 
the fear of God before his eyes ; and, while in the act of ridi- 
culing a young man, who trembled under the power as he 
spoke, felt something affect his hand; he lifted it up, to see 
what the matter was with it, and thence his arm began to trem- 
ble, and then his whole body, in the most surprising manner.— 
At the close of the meeting, I went to him and asked him what 
was the matter? He replied he did not know, but said he could 
not help it. He appeared totally ignorant of his situation, and 
much mortified with his trembling condition. J again asked him 
if he felt distressed in his mind? he said he did not know, but 
he could not help it, and said he supposed all the people would 
laugh at him; but insisted on it, that he could not help it. 

He continued for sometime in this situation, trembling as 
though his joints would be dislocated, casting now and then a 
wishful look upon the people. ! explained his state to him, 
informed him that the Spirit of God was now striving with him, 
and explained to him the nature of the new birth. He appear- 
ed the most distressed person | ever saw; sweat poured out of 
every pore, so that his hair and linen were as wet as though 
they had been in the sea. He continued to tremble for neu 


two days, for the most part of the time, and then the Lord ap- 


peared for his deliverance ; and he took his departure from us, 
praising God. 

An opposer, who staid after the meeting was done one even- 
ing, sitting on the top of the railing of one of the seats, looking 
at some men who were on the floor, under the operation of di- 
vine power, he thought some one pressed him hard on the 
shoulders, he turned to see who it was, and to his astonishment 
no person was near him. He exclaimed in great surprise, 
** My God! art thou here!”? He knew nothing more till he 
found himself on his knees at prayer, and soon happy, shouting 
the praises of his blessed Saviour. ‘These are a few, among 
many instances of remarkable traits of divine power, in this 
great and glorious reformation. 

The subjects of this work, have been from forty years old 
down to children of ten and twelve. The high and the low, 
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rich and poor, and the*wise and simple, have shared in the 
blessing. Parents and children, husbands and wives, and even 
some whole families, have been converted to God. The first 
time of joining society, which was in three or four weeks after 
the work began, fifty-five came forward to be admitted. The 
work hitherto has been wholly confined to the Methodist con- 
gregation. Tenor twelve from the other society have expe- 
rienced religion, and joined with us. To the number of one 
hundred and thirty four have been received into society, and 
many more having been converted, it is expected there will be 
additions still. O Lord, make bare thine arm, and leave not a 
sinner to trample upon thy laws in the place. 

When we come to consider the manner in which it has pleas- 
ed the Almighty, in his infinite wisdom, to bring about this glo- 
rious revival of religion, it is not strange that it should be at- 
tended with some considerable degree of noise. In all the 
stages of the work, a peculiar energy has accompanied it, and 
it has throughout had the appearance of coming from Sinai’s 
mount. The most dreadful thunder and lightning have been the 
means, in the providence of God, of striking terror to the con- 
science of the sinner, and the most bold offender against heav- 
en, who was never moved by the melting streams of divine mer- 
cy, and whose heart the harmonious sound of the gospel never 
affected, has trembled under omnipotent power, and yielded to 
God in this reformation. And though our meetings have some- 
times been rather noisy, yet God has been in the noise, and it 
has been the case that in an undue suppression of the feelings 
of the heart, the blood has flowed from the nose‘and ears! I 
have often been so sensible of the suppression of the feelings 
of the soul, as giving the greatest distress to the body, that I 
have stopped while speaking until they could vent their feelings. 

The providential dealings of the Lord, have been remarka- 
ble towards the inhabitants of this place. Those the most im- 
inently exposed to injury from the fury of the lightning, have 
been distinguished with divine compassion. At three different 
times, the fears of the people were greatly excited, by the 
striking of the lightning; and at three periods, during this re- 
vival, the eternal God made a display of his redeeming grace, 
in the most striking manner. How little did the people im- 
agine, that when the judgments of an angry God threatened 
them with instant destruction, divine mercy would so soon fol- 
low. The Congregationslists sustained no injury from the light- 
ning, ‘in either their public or private buildings ; and this work 
has been wholly confined to the Methodist Society. 
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